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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


REVIEW OF NEW BOOK ON HUNGARIAN MINORITY IN ROMANIA 
Bucharest SCINTEIA in Romanian | Mar 82 p & 


Review by Al. Popescu of the book "The Hungarian Minority in Romania,” edited by 

ndor Koppandi and sponsored by the Institute of Political Sciences and Study of 
Nationalities Problems and the Council of Workers of Hungarian Nationality in Romania, 
Kriterion Publishing House/ 


[Text] The 29 authors of the interesting and comprehensive studies included in the 
recently published book "The Hungarian Minority in Romania” are party and state acti- 
vists, scientists, teachers, authors and journalists, both Romanian and Mungarian, 

who have successfully undertaken to make this book a rich and timely contribution to 
the development of literature on the Hungarian minority in Romania, on its friendly 
coexistence with the Romarian people, and on its efforts to develop socialist Romania. 


The book strikingly illustrates the fact that the revolutionary changes and innovati- 
ons in Romanian political, economic and social activities have created the best frame- 
work for the development of socialist Romania, since the RCP policy provides the cli- 
mate and conditions for the progress of all Romanian citizens' creative work in all 
fields of activity. 


The articles entitled "From Habsburg Oppression to the Overthrow of Hitlerite Rule,” 
"The Romanian Nation: Landmarks in ite Construction and Evolution," "The Socialist 
Nation As a Higher Stage of National Development” and "Unity and Brotherhood Between 
the Romanian People and the National Minorities As a Motive Force of Contemporary Ro- 
mania” are uniformly supplemented by the ariticles on specific problems within strict- 
ly defined subjects, such as "County Covasna's Present Image." The article "Education 
in the Mother Tongue” presents a striking picture of the current realities in Romania, 
as the right to education conclusively demonstrates the workers' complete freedom of 
expression regardless of their nationality. "Literature of the Natural Sciences” pro- 
vides a chronological review (the first of its kind) of some of the more significant 
aspects (in the last 30 years especially) of the scientific work of some merbers of 
the Hungarian minority in Romania in mathematics, physics, chemistry, interdisciplin- 
ary studies, biology, the agricultural and geologic sciences, and medical practice 

and science. Another study concerns social thought in the years of the people's po- 
wer, The articles on the work of Hungarian linguiste in Romania, the Hungarian eth- 
nopraphic studies being made today in several of socialist Romania's scientific insti- 
tutes and museum, or the current collection of folklore are parts of the same uniforn 











picture. The articles include convincing facts and figures on the participation of 

‘rkers of Hungarian nationality in the broad and comprehensive mass cultural movement 
in present-day Romania or in artistic activity. The article "The Hungarian Book in 
Romaria” demonstrates by telling facts and figures that Hungarian books, like the 
jerman, Serbo-Croatian, Ukrainian and Yiddish ones, are of particular value on the 
publishing scene of socialist Rc wmnia and that, in addition to the Bucharest Kriterion 
Publishing House (the first minorities publishing house, founded by a party decision 
in December 1969), books are published in national minority languages by the Political 
Publishing House, the Dacia, Torch, Eminescu, Albatross, Ion Creangu and Ceres publish- 
ing houses, the Scientific and Encyclopedic Publishing House, the Technical Publishing 
House, and the Didactic and Pedagogic Publishing House. Conclusive figures show that 
the said publishing houses cover all areas of the intellectual life of the Yungarian 
workers in Romania and all technical and artistic activities. 


The book makes many other points illustrative of the intellectual life of the Hungari- 
an workers in Romania, as in the article "Hungarian Literature in Romania.” On the 
basis of the interpretation made four decades ago by Gabor Gaal, who took as a criter- 
ion of this literature its affiliation with Romania, the article concludes that "The 
social determinant of Hungarian literature in Romania is the whole reality in Romania 
ani, within it, primarily the experience of the Hungarian minority and the resulting 
problems,” a literature which "conforms to the trend of the most progressive endeavors 
coos ani formulates the truths of modern humanism in lasting works.” The articles 
should also be noted here that deal with some aspects of the history of Hungarian 
Sournalism in Romania, beginning with KIALTO SZO ("The Call”) founded in 1921 and the 
social-cultural journals consistently performing their task of promoting the litera- 
ture and combining the effort to foster the traditions with promotion of the new vail- 
ues created by our socialist activity, as well as the article "Information Media,” 
wrich is a full and documented presentation of the many Hungarian-language dailies 
published in Romania today and of Romanian Radio and TV's broadcasts in Hungarian. 

The articles on the activity of the six Hungarian theaters in Romania, as well as 
those on matters musical and the fine arts, also bring out the uniform message of s0- 
clalist Romanian culture. 


"The 4ungari:n Minority in Romania" is unquestionably a worthy contribution to the 
reaiders' fuller information on the historical past and the political, economic and 
social conditions and atmosphere wherein the Hungarian minority in Romania lives and 
works, enjoying the fuliest rights today and, together with all the workers and the 
entire people, contributing to the great objectives of socioeconomic development of 
the common fatherland, socialist Romania. 
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SOME GYPSIES RESIST SOCIALIST LIFE 
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Interview with Dr Jan Bubelini,. secretar of the Commission for Problems of 
‘yopsy Citizens, of the East Slovak Regional National Committee, by Eva 


Bomb °F . 
wWwOUVa 


"Subject Instead of Object"; conducted on 12 March 1982 at Dr 


Bubelini'’s office) 


- 


\Text] The problems of social and cultural integration of 
gypsy citizens are very timely today, especially in the East 
Slovak Kraj where °2./7 percent of gypsy citizens in the SSR 
live in the 13 East Slovak okreses. 


The Plachetkovs have demonstrated, even in the rugged 
conditions of the Slovak highlands, that they are among 
the most skilled forestry workers within the Slovak State 
Forests system. 


The Lukases, a family from Presov, have become intimately 
familiar to television viewers throughcut Czechoslovakia. 
The children, their father and grandfather have captivated 
audiences in the program “The Whole Family Sings,” and at 
work, too, the two adult Lukases have an excellent 
reputation. 


The life and work of the following can alse serve as good 
examples: Tibor Gazda from Zbiniece, Michal Banom from Lucky, 
Pavol Nistor from Inacoviece, Jan Kompus from Jasov, Pavol 
Gabor from Kaceroviece, longtime CPCZ member Comrade Polak 
from Medzevo, Dezider Balog, Pavol Cifra, and Jozef Joska from 
Kosice, Pavol Demeter from Ladomirova, Jan Sivak from Svidnik, 
Helena Conkova from Spisska Nova Ves, Jan Bikar from Svediar, 
and hundreds of othere. 


Admittedly, there are also backward gypsy citizens who 
stubbornly cling to the old way of Life into which their 
ancestors were forced iong ago by an uncaring society. This 
is unfortunately documented by the gypsy settlements in 








Bystrany, Rakusy, Nalepkova-Grina and elsewhere where 


many gypsy citizens are only interested in alcohol and 
shun work. 


Their numbers, however, are much smaller than in the past. 


Question] How would you characterize the results of the social and cultural 
integration of gypsy citizens in eastern Slovakia during the period just 
elapsed? 


‘Answer|] I should say right at the start that the problem of social and 
cultural integration of the gypsy population is not only timely but very 
complicated. Even though many gypsy citizens in our region still live the 
old way, the purposeful and systematic work of part, and state organs, the 
Commission on Gypsy Affairs of the East Slovak Kraj National Committee [KiV], 
ther commissions and national committees of lower levels, social organizations, 
enterprises and plants, is producing positive results. In certain areas as, 
for example, in attendance of 3- to 5-year-old gypsy children of kindergartens, 
improvement in school attendance of older pupils, the tempoof state purchase 
ind liquidation of gypsy hovels and settlements, in finding alternate housing 
corresponding to the gypsy share in the population, we in Slovakia have had 
excellent results. The aim of all our endeavor in this demanding sphere is 
to see to it that the gypsy population adopt the socialist way of life. The 
process of social and cultural integration of the gypsy population is of a 
mplex character, which to us means th: need to concentrate attention on the 
education of gypsy children, starting at an early age in the family, kinder- 
garten, basic and higher schools, as we!l as better placement and stabilization 
of gypsy adolescents, emplovment of adults, improvement of their living 
environment and cultural] well-being. We strive to make gypsy citizens not 
mere objects of concentrated educational influences and other types of care, 
but trv to have them become activist subjects in the process of change in 
their living conditions. 





tuestion| As we have done in the introduction, we could also cite here many 
irageous gypsy citizens. Recognition by society and just reward for work 
performed, naturally makes this proc: of social and cultural integration 
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easier for them. How well is the gypsy population prepared for this process? 


wnewer| With respect to employment, o! the more than 50,000 gypsy citizens 
f productive age, 68.2 percent have permanent or short-term jobs, while the 
verall employment average in Slovakia isa 73 percent. The difference is 
jused primarily by the low percentage of gypsy working women which, as 
sed to the high employment of males (93.9 percent), is only 41.1 percent, 
“hile the overall average in Slovakia is 50.9 percent. It is for this reason 
that the measures approved last year by the commission of the East Slovak KNV 
were focused on raising the employment cf gypsy women 10 percent by 1985. 
ertain districts, such as Kosice City, Presov, and Vranov, will have to do 
re in the future to achieve this goal. The working gypsy population is most 
tten found in the construction industry, agriculture and local administration, 
ind even though there are cases of outstanding exceptions, most of them work 
as unskilled auxiliary labor. Consequently, we consider it especially 








important in improving the gypey employment situation, to concentrate on 
placement and stabilization of the young. Here we continue to have problems, 
especially in placing boys and girls who have completed their compulsory 
school attendance in the seventh or lower grades. During the Sixth Five-Year 
Plan, the number of gypsy children who completed required school attendance in 
the fifth or lower grades of the [I+sic 9-Year Schools, dropped from 30.5 
percent to 11.6 percent, while the number of gypsy pupils who completed their 
compulsory school attendance in the eighth or ninth grades rose from 26.7 per- 
cent to almost 50 percent. Improving their school performance is extremely 
mportant for the employment future of gypsy youth. In 1980, 8.5 percent more 
gypsy students completed their compulsory school attendance in the ninth grade 
than in 1975, and as much as 12.8 percent more did so in the eighth grade. 
This improvement, however, is still insufficiently reflected in increasing 
the number of students who continue their studies at secondary schools. As 
a rule, under the influence of parents, there survives a lack of interest in 
gypsy children in additional preparation for a career, and the tendency to 
find a paying job as early as possible is very strong. 


[Question] From what you have just said, it is clear that in the process of 
social and cultural integration you are devoting much attention specifically 
to the young generations. 


[Answer] Constant improvement in education and krowledge among gypsy children, 
students, and the young gnereally, was the most characteristic feature of the 
period just elapsed. We have gradually succeeded in raising the enrollment 

of gypsy 3- to S-year-olds in kindergarten. Judge for yourself--in 1975 

only 31.5 percent of gypsy children were enrolled in kindergartens in our 

kraj, by 1980 this rose to 61 percent, and last year to 63.8 percent. The 

East Slovak Kraj has thus achieved the highest enrollment of gypsy 3- to 
»-year-olds in the Slovak Socialist Republic. We have succeeded in this 
endeavor thanks to the fact that with slovak Government funding we have built 
or reconstructed more than 70 kindergartens. Tne most successful in this 
respect were the okreses of Roznava, Svidnik, and Michalovce, while performance 
will have to be improved in the Spisska Nova Ves, Vranov and Poprad okreses. 


Much attention is also devoted to the enrollment and school attendance of 
older children. Following several years of stagnation, in the school year 
1980/81--as compared with the preceding school year--we have been successful 
in reducing the number of missed hours of instruction 11.9 percent per pupil, 
and the current status of 91.8 attended hours of instruction is the best in 
the SSR, namely, 5.8 better than the republic average. Most successful in 
this effort are the okreses of Humenne, Svidnik, Vranov, and Poprad, while 

a more intensive effort will be needed in the Presov and Michalovce okreses. 
Since a large segment of the gypsy population in our region still clings to 
the obsolete way of life, we currently accentuate continuous educational care 
for gypsy pupils through school associations and clubs, through the expansion 
of food catering, interest groups, optional instruction and summer recreation. 
The school association program is currently attended by 3,834 gypsy pupils, 
6,815 of them eat in school cafeterias, which in the last year is an increase 
of 3.9 percent; 20.4 percent of gypsy students are involved in the special 
interest groups, and 54 percent of gypsy boys and girls are members of the 





viomeer Organization of the Soctalist Youth Union. At 4 joint consultative 
meeting of the okres commissions for gypsy affairs and ockres youth union 
secretaries late last year, we agreed on additional concrete seasures to 
increase the participation of the Socialist Youth Union in the education of 
gypsy children, pupils, and youth. Within the framewor’ of the recreational 
und educational summer camps where ve focused especially on socially neglected 
children, we had 1,688 children last year. To illustrate further, such 
recreation was provided for 333 children in the West Slovak Kraj, 686 in the 
Central Slovak Kraj, and the city of Bratisiava did not organize such 
activity at all. In owr region, the recreational plan was fulfilled by the 
okreses of Bardejov, Humenne, Kosice countryside, Presov, and Spisska Nova 
Ves. 


[Question] While the care which the national committees in the East Slovak 
Kraj devote to the young generation is clearly beginning to bear fruit, gypsy 
adults are often at a loss when trying to deal with housing or other problems. 


l\Ansewer| Throughout the region, in 25 communities and 12 districts, we 
continue to devel: p the so-called Experiment in Raising the Hygienic and 
Sanitary Consciousness of Gypsy Citizens. The most serious problea is 
unquestionably housing. As of 31 December 1980, 2,450 gypsy citizens lived 
in hovels and 31/ in settlements throughout the East Slovak Kraj. In 
accordance with measures adopted by the commission of the East Slovak KV 
toward implementation of Slovak Government Directive No 141/1980, the KNV 
department of territorial planning and construction ordered from Stavoprojekt 
Kosice a series of urbanist studies which would govern the gypsy |! ousing 
‘ituation through 1990. These studies will be ready by April of this year. 
We anticipate that this step will represent a qualitative turn and will 
introduce into this area a certain sense of purpose, dedication a 
conceptual approach, while we realize that this is a very complicated 
problem. Meanwhile, we continue to improve the housing situation of gypsy 
citizens in the traditional manner, i.e., individual housing construction, 
purchase of older family houses, cooperative apartments allotted from the 
state and enterprise building program. We are also revaluating the possibil- 
ities which exist in individual okreses and in areas where the hovel 
concentration is the smallest, such as Humenne, Kosice City, Michalovce, 
ubovna, and Svicnik; these basic housing problems should be resolved 
even in the course of the current five-year plan. As I have already noted, 
it is complicated, nevertheless, the number of hovels will diminish. During 
the Sixth Five-Year Plan, this number dropped by 1,107, and the number of 
eypsvy settlements by 111. Im this area, we often have to struggle against 
prejudices and erroneous views. The outlook must be radically changed even 
in those national committees which, up to now, have acted with reluctance in 
allotting building sites for gypsy citizens, in other words, were opposed to 
purchases of family housing by gypsy citizens for fear that this would spread 
their presence throughout the area. We also hope for a more significant 
contribution by those plants and enterprises which employ gypsy citizens, in 
issisting to provide proper housing in accordance with the stabilization and 
overall care program. 








|\Question}) Given your specialization in psychology, I believe it would be 
interesting to hear your views on relations between gypsies and other 














citizens. The public is voicing certain legitimate corylaints, such as, for 
instance, the high ehare of gvpsy citizens in the crime rate, their tendency 
to shun work, etc., ewen though some of these preconceptions may be changing. 


\Anewer| I agree with you. These phenomena must be deilt with in a 
lifferentiated manner. Simply to condem and criticize ‘s not enough. On 
various occasions, we try to put across the fact that for these gypsy 
itizens this country is as guch their home as it is ours. Old political 
systems discriminated against them, society re‘ected them, and even today 
there survive erroneous concepts of the term “gypsy.” even though ve have 


achieved certain basic objective changes. if, instead of normal contacts with 
the rest of the population. they are left with no choice but to associate 
exc iusively with those groups which are antisocial in nature, it is quite 


logical that this will be retiected in a higher share of the gypsies in the 
crime rate. ke even emcounter the view that the so-called gypsy problem 
should be the business of the gypsies themselves. We cannot agree with this. 
It is the business of ciety as a whole and this should become clear to al) 
ulturally mature cit lzer 





The various forms of care tor gypsy workers we have used to di e, however, 
should not leave them passive, they should rather stir themselves irt: 
activiem and contribute themselves to chaneing their lives for the better. 
A person appreciates an accomplishment for which he has exerted a certéiin 
mmownt of energy. im this respect, for example, ur best experiences in the 


housing problem have been in individwal construction. What a person builds 
himeelf, to what he devotes his energies and means, he appreciates most. 

There are a number of opportunities toward encouraging such 4 positive attitude 
toward one’s environment, neighbors and society as a whole. When we build a 
gypsy settlement a drinking fountain, provide trash containers, or construct 
public toilets, we should try to interest the residents themselves to accept 
responsibility for these improvements and see to it, especially the young, 
that they are cared for rather than vandalized, as unfortunately is still 
often the case. State purchases of the hovels, subsidies, etc., should be 
conditioned on the fulfillment of certain obligations, such as reciprocal care 
for children, espectally in encouraging their school attendance. in the 
current phase, we plan to advance more forcefully in the organization of the 
activity of gypsy workers in plants and enterprises, and activism among other 
gypsy citizens in their place of resident. Sweh an effort to aid in the 
education and reeduca <i... of the gypsy population should become the concern 

of employers and social organizations, national and citizens committees, 

et« All these are concrete approaches toward meeting the task | mentioned 

at the beginning, namely, to transform the gypsies from an object of social 
inflwences to an activist subject of changing conditions and their way of life 
to the socialist model. 


9496 
CSO: 2400/1180 
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Arameans and other ancient nations. The Bible contains references to the 
worship of the “gold Calf" and “copper snake” whose cult is a remmant of 
totemic beliefs. However, as a result of the gradual appearance of a slave 
system with its seat in Jerusalem, the entire cult became centralized. From 
the originally polytheistic religion, worshiping a variety of gods, developed 
a cult of a single God called Yahveh, who was worshiped by the tribe of Judah 
as the personification of storm, fire and water. 


The Jewish state was conquered many times by the stronger states of the Near 
East--Babylonians and Persi®ns. During the fourth century B.C., this state 
was a part of the empire of Alexander the Great. During the first century 
A.D., the Jewish state was definitively subjugated by the Romans who 
destroyed the temple in Jerusalem in the year 70. Thus the adherents of 
Judaism lost their religious center. Moreover, many Jews emigrated abroad 
where they lived in the so-called Diaspora. While abroad, the Jews 
established religious communities and built their synagogues, whose functions 
were both cultural and administrative. These communities and synagogues vere 
headed by rabbis--teachers of the law and judges who, as time progressed, 
acquired the sole right to interpret the “scriptures” and demanded }1ind 
obedience from their coreligionists. Because of their exclusivity and rituals, 
both hostile to nonbelievers, “Goys,”" the adherents of Judaism often got 
themselves into sharp conflicts with other montheist religious sy: tems-- 
Christianity and Islam--which shared with the Jews the same lack »f tolerance 
for “nonbelievers” and used all available means tc liquidate them. 


During the capitalist era, there developed within the Jewish camp two main 
groups: Orthodox Jews who adhered faithfully to the old scriptures and 
Reform Jews who removed certain burdensome rules concerning meals, adapted 
their beliefs and cult to contemporary life and now try to establish a 
dialogue with Catholicism, Protestantism and Islam. At present, Judaism is 
the state religion of the Israeli state where, together with Zionism, it 
constitutes the basic ideological springboard for the aggressive imperialist 
policy of its ruling clique. 


The teachings and cult of Judaism as we understand them have been developing 
for thousands of years. Amone the main dogmas belong a belief in the 

sanctity of the Old Testament and the Talmud, belief in the single God, 
Yahveh, belief in the future arrival of the Messiah (Savior), belief in an 
after life and that the Jewish nation was “chosen” by Yahveh to rule over 
inferior nations condemned by God. The source of the faith is the Old 
Testament (Tanach), especially the so-called Torah (the first five books of 
Moses, or the Pentateuch) and the Talmud--a collection of Jewish religious 
literature compiled between the third century B.C. and the fourth century A.D. 
[Ihe believer must observe an entire series of religious customs, prohibitions 
and orders, the number of which in the Talmud amounts to 613 (365 prohibitions 
and 248 requirements). Very burdensome rules exist in the area of permitted 
(kosher) and prohibited (traif) food, a prohibition on consuming dairy and meat 
products at the same meal or on eating pork, etc. Great significance is given 
in Judaism to circumcision, which originated as one of the forms of 
“initiation” rites even during the earliest social community. 





Generally we can say about Judaism what we say about every religion: as 
such, it has historically justified and still justifies the private ownership 
of the means of vroduction, class and social antagonisms, that it has served 
and still serves as an instrument for the spiritual enslavement of people. 
Fully applicable to Judaism are the words of V.I. Lenin who wrote in his 
letter to A.M. Gorky of December 1913: "A belief in God always put to sleep 
and deadened social feeling because it substituted the dead for the living 
and practiced slavery (the worst, unending slavery). The idea of God never 
linked the individual to society but always linked suppressed classes to a 
belief in the divine mission of oppressors.” 


Part of the Ideological Arsenal of Zionism 


No wonder that Zionism has included Judaism in its ideological arsenal, even 

if it would not be right to equate the two. The circumstances of their 

origin which link them to the manifestations of various forms of social 
consciousness are different. While Judaism is the form of social consciousness 
of the orginial communal and slave society containing tribal antagonisms and 
customs, Zionism is the ideology and policy of Jewish capitalism during the 
imperialist era. The two are related through their agreement on social class 
exploitation and roles. 


The record shows that clerical Zionist circles classify any criticism of them 
as a manifestation of anti-Semitism, especially in the case of Marxist- 
Leninist criticism of the theory and practice of international Zionism or its 
ruling Israeli clique. Their point of departure is their own scheme which, 
contrary to reality, declares Zionism as the “common ideology of the world's 
Jewish nation,” a “national movement.” They declare Judaism is the basis of 
a “Jewish national style" and of the “national identity” of individual members. 
it is on tais basis that they equate the terms Zionism, Judaism and Jew, and 
see any criticism of the first two as anti-Semitic. In order to improve the 
affectiveness of their arguments, a few other falsifications are added: 
anti-Semitism is deprived of its sociopolitical characteristics as a typical 
product and manifestation of imperialist policy aimed at dividing the working 
people of different nationalities an? ethnical diversity and is considered as 
an “internal characteristic of each non-Jew.” Quite rightly, a document on 
the Internationa: Symposium on Zionism and Racism (Tripoli, 1976) states: 
"There is nothing more dishonorable than an assertion that anti-Zionism is in 
itself anti-Semitism. This shameless allegation is based on the false 
premise which identifies Judaism with Zionism and Jews as Zionists." The 
fact remains that Zionism has met with major rejection by Jews themselves. 

It is also a fact that Judaism is clearly different from Zionism (and, in the 
view of many Jews, the two are incompatible) and that the majority of Jews 
refuse to join Zionist organizations, to identify themselves with Zionists, 
or to fulfill the basic Zionist obligation, namely, return to the "promised 
land.” From the overall number of Jews in the world (approximately 14.5 
million), less than 1 million affiliate themselves with various Zionist 
organizations. There are certain Jewish organizations, for example, the 
American National Council for the Deiense of Judaism or American Jewish 
Alternatives to Zionism which reject identifying Judaism with Zionism. We 
can encounter similar phenomena even in Israel where certain Hassidic 
organizations have adopted very sharply anti-Zionist positions. 
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Jews Without Religion 


By analogy, it is not possible to equate Zionism with membership in the Jewish 
ethnic group. This cannot be done, but it is often attempted by the apologists 
of Judaism in relation to the “ethnic group and religion." In many countries 
of the world there are citizens of Jewish descent who are not only indifferent 
to the Jewish religion but are outright opponents of any religion. 


Even in Israel where the ruling Zionist clique carries out a policy of 
religious dictatorship and violates consciences, a large part of the Jewish 
population has adopted an indifferent and sometimes a negative posture toward 
Judaism. As stated by Soviet scholar G. Banakurskiy, public opinion polls 
have shown that only 15 percent of the Israeli adult population favor 
theocracy, i.e., a political system in which the clergy rules and the church 
is the foundation of the political system. Over 30 percent of the adult 
population favor a completely secular state. The rest either is for a 
“close relationship" between state and religion, or propose separation of 

the synagogue from the state and separation of the school system from the 


synagogue. 


In Israel, Judaism has become the dominant form of religion with the status 

of an “established church.” This state does not have a unified constitution. 
There are laws adopted by the Knesset (parliament) which have a racist or 
chauvinist character. Discrimination is applied not only to Arabs but to 

Jews themselves according to their origin, social status and iength of 
residence in tne country. According to a 1952 law, Israeli citizenship can 

be denied to those Jews who do not practice Judaism but belong to other 
religions or are without religion. A professional cult apparatus, namely, 

the rabbis, exercises full control in the country: through a variety of. 
requirements and prohibitions they supervise the entire existence of believers 
including their everyday lives. A law, for example, prohibits marriage between 
a Jewish and non-Jewish citizen. The wife cannot end a marriage; only husbands 
have such right. The 17th Congress of the Communist Party of Israel 
consequently characterized the situation in the country as one of "religious 
violence." 


Jewish teaching, especially the Torah and Talmud, sanctifies the exploitation 
of man by man. Their ideal man, as stated in the encyclopedic work by a 
group of Soviet authors entitled "ABC of Atheism," is a devoted slave 
deprived of feelings of human dignity. Talmudic literature contains 
unscientific views concerning nature and human life. Several great Jewish 
thinkers, Uriel d‘Acosta, Spinoza, and others subjected the Jewish religion 
to severe criticism and condemned its antihumanism. Because of these 
characteristics, ideological Judaism has become a pillar of Zionism. 


(277 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


SLOVAK TU CONGRESS RESOLUTION, AUDIT REPORT PUBLISHED 
Slovak ROH Congress Resolution 
Bratislava PRACA in Slovak 9 Mar 82 p 4 
[Resolution of Slovak Revolutionary Trade Union Movement [ROH] Congress] 


[Text] The Slovak ROH Congress took place at a time characterized by worker 
activity in the carrying out of the program of the 16th CPCZ Congress and 
the resolution of the CPSL Congress. It is a period of creative efforts by 
our people to bring about the implementation of demanding tasks in the 
interest of the further development of our socialist society. 


We are living at a time when the most reactionary imperialist circles, above 
all in America, are causing tension on a world scale by their aggressive 
policies. This type of imperialist policy sharpens the international situa- 
tion, and even threatens peace. The political and economic crisis of the 
capitalist world is depriving millions of its people of employment and basic 
social insurance. The events in contemporary Poland are an expression of 
this aggressive imperialist policy, where it was only thanks to the deter- 
mined conduct of forces loyal to socialism that a fratricidal bloodbath was 
avoided. For this reason, in the name of the more than 2 million ROH members 
in Slovakia, we declare our full sup»ort for the Military Council of National 
Salvation, and its ex*raordinary measures for the consolidation of the situa- 
Lion, .or the u (fi _at.on of unions and workers, for the strengthening of the 
power of the workers and farmers in fraternal Poland. In accordance with the 
decision of all ROH members, we are prepared in all respects to assist our 
class allies in their efforts to strengthen socialism in Poland. 


Delegates to the Slovak ROH Congress express their full support for the 
peaceful program of the 26th CPSU Congress and the 16th CPCZ Congress and 


their basic line in foreign policy. 


The entire precongress period was marked by increased activity by union 
orgens and organizations, functionaries and members of the ROH for the imple- 
mentation of the congress resolutions, for an increase in the efficiency of 
production, for the high quality of all work. This is evident in the efforts 
to welcome with new labor successes the 10th All-Union Congress, as well as 
the upcoming 65th anniversary of the Great October Socialist Revolution and 
the 60th anniversary of the founding of the Red Unions in Czechoslovakia. 
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The Slovak ROH Congress assessed the results of the work of union organs and 
organizations in the SSR in implementing the line adopted by the 15th CPCZ 
and CPSL congresses and in the implementation of the resolutions set down by 
the Ninth All-Union Congress for the carrying out of the program and objec- 

tives of the workers policy of the CPCZ in the Slovak ROH. 


The congress has expressed its support for the policy of the CPCZ and its 
determination to participate actively in the fulfillment of tasks of economic 
and social development during the years of the Seventh Five-Year Plan. This 
period will require increased efforts by every ROH member and by all workers 
because we will fulfill the tasks under difficult conditions brought about 
by both external and internal influences. 


The delegates to the Slovak ROH Congress appreciate the recognition accorded 
them by the CPSL Congress in March 1981 for union work in Slovakia. This 
appreciation stimulates us, but also commits us. It commits us to a situa- 
tion in which union organs and organizations and ali ROH members are obliged 
to develop more thoroughly and at a higher level of quality and intensify 
their multifaceted activity. The Slovak Union Council and ROH organs in 
Slovakia will mobilize the workers, under CPCZ leadership, and win them over 
to labor, civic and political activity so that they will consciously fulfill 
their daily tasks. 


The recent past has confirmed the correctness and utility of cooperation 
between the SOR [Slovak Trade Union Council] and the SSR Government, coopera- 
tion which has also deepened among other state and economic organs and ROH 
Organs, especially trade unions, ministries and VHJ [economic production 
units] during the assurance of state plan targets and as a result of concern 
for workers. As a result of this common approach, additional results have 
been achieved in many sectors of union and economic life. With this in mind, 
we will continue to deepen the joint approach of state, economic and union 
organs, so that this becomes a regular and permanent technique for increasing 
the efficiency of work. 


The Slovak ROH Congress has stated that the period between congresses has 
been marked by increased activity of union organs and organizations, of func- 
tionaries and ROH members for the implementation of congress resolutions. 


Union organs and basic organizations have on each occasion participated more 
intensively in the deepening and increasing of the quality of worker partici- 
pation in the management and development of production. By means of social- 
ist competition, production conferences and collective agreements there has 
been a further deepening of worker participation in the management and con- 
trol of production and a development of socialist democracy. 


In accordance with the application of the Set of Measures, and with the 
requirement for increasing the efficiency of production and the quality of 
all work, there has been a rise in the organization of various forms of labor 
initiatives. Additional progressive forms and techniques of work have arisen 


and developed. Progressive experiences, especially those of Soviet workers, 
have been applied and expanded. 
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The participation of union organs in the implementation of the rationaliza- 
tion of the work and wage systems hae increased. With the implementation of 
the resolution of the Ninth All-Union Congress, concern for vorkers has 
increased, especially in the areas of health care, prevention and safety on 
the job, and the number of participants in factory catering and recreation 
programs has increased. Problems remain, however, in transportation to and 
from work, in working and living environments and in population services. 


The sophistication of the organizational and political work of ROH organs 

in Slovakia has increased. The training of personnel has increased in qual- 
ity, as has the selection and education of the corps of functionaries. Mass 
participation of ROH members has been achieved at union shops and in social- 
ist labor schools. Union education departments have been providin™ ‘ffective 
assistance in this schooling and education. 


The 16th CPCZ Congress outlined the task of intensifying social production 
as a strategic live of economic development corresponding to a developed 
socialist society. The Seventh Five-Year Plan requires new progressive 
changes in approaches to, forms of, techniques and instruments of economic 
management which are rovted in the Set of Measures for Improving the Planned 
Management System of the National Economy after 1980. 


The annual member meetings and conferences of basic organizations, the okres, 
kraj and Slovak conferences of trade unions, the all-union conference and 
the Slovak ROH Congress have stated that the ROH membership and a majority 
of the workers comprehend the difficulty of the present period and the 
seriousness of the problems which exist in the economic area. At the same 
time, they have pointed to the necessity for focusing all efforts on over- 
coming these problems as the basic precondition for the further increase of 
the living stardards and cultural sophistication of our people. 


The Slovak ROH Congress considers the participation of the ROH and a deepen- 
ing of its work in the implementation of the economic and social development 
objectives of the CSSR from 1981-1985 to be a critical task. The work of 
union organs and basic organizations vill give priority to a strengthening of 
joint responsibility ‘or the soiution of societywide problems, for the 
vevelopment of worker initiatives directed at an increase in the efficiency 
of production and product quality throughout the entire national economy. 

A large role will be played in this by the greater efficiency of production 
conferences, the more thorough participation of workers in counterplanning 
and a fuller application of the Set of Measures. Higher expectations for the 
quality of all work must become a matter for every working person. 


we are turning to trade union organs and basic organizations, so that under 
the leadership of the CPCZ and in cooperation with state and economic organs 
and in conjunction with the Union of Socialist Youth they may create the 
conditions for the daily participation of workers in administration and the 
management of production. To the greatest extent possible, we must orient 
worker initiatives toward greater conservation of energy, raw materials and 
inputs generally, and toward their more extens ‘ve participation in scientific 
and technical development. 
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In the development of the agriculture and food complex, initiatives are to 
be developed for the more complete utilization and mobilization of under- 
utilized capacity in the production and processing of agricultural raw 
materials, thereby strengthening self-sufficiency in foodstuff production. 
Other branches as well, especially the machixus building and chemical indus- 
tries, must also effectively contribute to the fulfillment of these tasks. 


In the movement “Everyone in a Socialist Manner™ we will develop proven as 
well as innovative forms of worker initiatives, both ours and Soviet, which 
are contributing to the dynamic and efficient development of the national 
economy. We will more decisively utilize and expand the Saratov Zero-Defect 
System, the Lvov model of the comprehensive management of quality and produc- 
tion, the Zlobinov technique of brigade khozraschet, and others which are 
directed at the qualitative indicators of plan fulfillment, at the efficient 
linking of the economic and educational function of initiative and socialist 
competition. 


In the interest of the further qualitative development of the national 
economy, we will support multilaterally invention- and improvement-producing 
activity, comprehensive rationalization brigades, hundred thousandaires and 
millionaires and other progressive forms of technically creative initiative. 
There is also great significance in the more efficient linking of theoretical 
worksites with production, which substantially speeds up the research- 
production-utilization cycle. 


We are devoting separate attention and concern to the organization and 
development of international socialist competition, to the adoption of joint 
socialist commitments, especially to increase the quality of final products 
and to fulfill capital investment targets. 


We will also orient worker initiatives toward the further improvement and 
beautification of working and living environments. In krajs and okreses, we 
will use for this purpose agreements concerning common approaches with the 
appropriate national committees, in conjunction with the development of the 
"Unionists for Their Own Factory and Republic" movement and to assist Project 
"Z". We will regularly monitor measures which are adopted, individually 
within the limits of Bratislava where there are increased tasks. We will 
take a more active role in the protection of agricultural land, especially 
that which is arable, and see to it that it is fully utilized. 


Furthermore, we will actively assist in the strengthening of socialist 
legality. We will utilize our own rights and respoasibilities in the inter- 
est of upholding socialist labor discipline, the use of working time, the 
strengthening of technical discipline and the protection of property which 
is under socialist ownership. This also inciudes the defense and protection 
of the legal rights of workers and their justifiable interests. We will 
continue to pay attention to increasing our concern for the protection of 
health and for safety on the job, and to improve working and living condi- 
tions, especially for working women and youth. 
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Socialist compensation according to the amount, quality and social signifi- 
cance of wor. belongs among the gains of the working class and revolutionary 
unions. For this reason the congress requests that all union organs and 
basic organizations, and especially trade union organs, fight more ener- 
getically for the practical implementation of socialist compensation prin- 
ciples. The task is to conduct a decisive campaign against mediocrity and 
egalitarianism. At the same time, we must more significantly apply the 
right of joint decisionmaking and cooperation in this area. 


In union work, an especially significant place is occupied by concern for the 
workers. It is the responsibility of union organs and basic organizations to 
increase the quality of this activity. Collective agreements must play their 
role in this area, both for the development of production and compensation and 
for the improvement of working conditions, increases in worker qualifications, 
the creation of conditions for recreation, rest and the proper use of free 
time and an overall socialistic life style. In this field, it is desirable 
that union organs exert a more active influence, along with st.te and eco- 
nomic organs, on the pooling of resources, on the reconstruction, building 
and operation of preschool catering, social, recreational, sporting and 
cultural facilities while respecting frugality and appropriateness. 


The congress, then, expects that union organs and basic organizations will 
thoroughly implement their rights and fulfill the responsibilities which 
accrue to them from their position and role in a socialist society, and 
their responsibilities to their own members. 


All union organs and basic organizations are to deepen the socialist con- 
sciousness of workers through systematic ideologically educational work. 
The educational work of union organs and organizations must be directed to 
the daily revolutionary struggle for courageous and responsible work, for 
labor discipline, for socialist ties among people, and must lead them to 
acts which contribute to the building and welfare of a socialist society. 
We must exert a greater influence on the intensification of a scientific 
world view among workers, and we must actively and effectively strengthen 
socialist patriotism and the interna .onal ties among our peoples and 
nationalities, among ‘ne working classes of the SSR and the CSR, with the 
workers of the countries of the socialist community. We must also take the 
offensive and be more decisive in the struggle against the influences of 
bourgeois ideology. Economic propaganda and agitation by way of explaining 
the economic policy of the CPCZ must likewise become an inseparable compo- 
nent of the ideologically educational work of the ROH, and must contribute 
to the political awareness and increased work activity of workers. 


A developed socialist society places high demands on the multilateral polit- 
ical and professional education of its younger generation. Union organs 
focus their efforts, above all, on the youngest generation of the working 
class, the apprentices and young workers, so that they win them over to the 
goal of socialist construction. It is a matter of their proper integration 
into the work collective, of the mastery of professional expertise and of a 
socialist life style. There is a need to be more attentive in solving their 
work and life problems as well, and to increase the percentage of young 
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unionists in the activities of union organizations. It is necessary to 
increase the influence of work collectives and of socialist work brigades 
and the best workers on apprentices and working youth. 


Union press and literature has an important place in politicoeducational 
work. We will continue to intensify its party orientation, ideological 
slant and aggressive posture, and see to it that all publishing and printing 
activity is in accordance with ROH tasks and that its content is focused on 
the immediate needs of a broad unionist audience. 


Union organs and organizations will develop this cultural-educational work 
in the spirit of the cultural policy of the CPCZ and the resolution of the 
10th All-Union Congress. Factor) clubs and houses of culture of the ROH 
will deepen their cooperation wit national committees and cultural institu- 
tions. Through close cooperation and the fulfillment of individual plans 
for cultural-educational activities, they will increase the sophistication 
and the content of cultural and politically educational undertakings and 
influence the development of culture and of the human personality. From the 
ROH House in Bratislava is expected the full development of its activity as 
a useful institution of the SOR. 


In the development of mass physical education, we will strengthen and inten- 
sify the cooperation of ROH organs with physical education units and organs 
of the Czechoslovak physical education union. We will systematically 
increase the number of unions for the development of mass physical educa- 
tion and the self-defense training of the population as an inseparable 
component of the socialist life styie. 


The Slovak ROH Congress announces its conviction that all union organs, 
basic organizations and the corps of functionaries will strengthen the 
ideological, organizational and the resultant unity in action of the ROH as 
a whole, so that in this way they may fulfill the demanding tasks and basic 
functions of socialist unions in a higher quality manner. The content of 
the politico-organizational work of union organs and organizations must 
reflect a concern for the development of the internal life of the union, in 
particular an increase in the political activity, educational influence and 
level of the content of meetings of members at union shops, and in workshop 
and basic organizations as a manifestation of socialist democracy. The 
congress requires of all union organs that they thoroughly and regularly 
gather critical comments and suggestions from meetings of members and use 
them to correct shortcomings and also for an overall increase in the 
sophistication of political and educational work. 


Personal concern requires work with shop and other stewards in union shops. 
We must assure that the shop steward in all basic organizations become a 
true conficant of the members and workers of a union shop. 


The tasks outlined by the 16th CPCZ Congress and the Resolution of the CPSL 
Congress are demanding, but meetable. Their implementation requires that 
union organs, from the SOR right through the ROH factory organizations, apply 
and integrate into their life the Leninist style and techniques of work. 
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Democratic centralism is to be applied consistentiy, internal union democracy 
is to be developed, as is a collective orientaticn in decisionmaking and the 
fundamentals of criticism aimed at the discovery of shortcomings and their 
correction, to an improvement in techniques and forms of work by union organs 
and their functionaries. 


Regular monitoring of the resolution and the generalization of positive 
experiences must be implemented at every level of ROH activity. 


We will devote greater attention to the selection, political and professional 
training of functionaries, members of election organs, commissions, lecturers 
and propagandists, so as to increase their role in the implementation of 
policy in a spirit of high expectations which correspond to the role and 
mission of the ROH in our society. 


The consistent practical application of democratic centralism must be marked 
by united efforts of trade unions and all-union organs at all levels of 
activity to increase their capacity for action related to the fulfillment of 
tasks and resolutions of congresses and plenary meetings of organs. 


A permanent principle in the work of ROH organs and organizations must be 
unity in the assertion of the basic objectives of the building of a developed 
socialist society. 


By raising the quality of the level of work of union organs, ve must 
strengthen the unity of the membership and carry to completion the basic 
responsibilities of every member, regularity in paying ROH membership dues, 
upholding of the principles of managing the financial resources and property 
of the ROH. At the same time, it is necessary to deepen controlling activity 
and the activity of auditing commissions at all levels of the organizational 
structure. 


Union organs and organizations in the SSR will continue to govern themselves 
by the URO [Central Council of Trade Unions] unified plan of international 
and friendly contacts. They will support and develop the ROH Solidarity Fund 
and the development of friendly agreements with the objective of deepening and 
strengthening mutual relations, the recognition and exchange of experiences, 
particularly concerning the union life of socialist countries and of Soviet 
unions. The activities of the WFTU are to be supported, focused as they are 
on the strengthening of international unity and the preservation of world 
peace. 


Through its participation in the fulfillment of the Communist Party program, 
the Slovak Trade Union Council and all ROH organs and organizations will 
actively contribute to the realization of the peaceful policy of the CPSU 
Congress and the 16th CPCZ Congress for the assurance of the most important 
task which now stands before humanity--the defense of peace. 


The delegates to the Slovak congress and the entire membership of the ROH 


are proud of the results and gains of socialism. They are fully aware that 
these results are based on the work of millions of courageous workers, farmers 
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and other employees. And a contented life in the future also depends on good 
work, and on the results of it. 


Union organs and organizations in Slovakia are determined to contribute 
actively, do their part, and devote all of their work to the fulfillment of 
the demanding tasks of txday and tomorrow. They call upon all unionists in 
the SSR to demonstrate through their daily creative work t**ir patriotic 
attitude to our socialist society, to their homeland. This is the path to 
the development of the riches of our country, to the strengthening of the 
power of the working class and our socialist order. 


We proclaim our conviction that through common work and new labor activities 
we will fulfill the program of the 16th CPCZ Congress and the Resolution of 
the CPSL Congress and contribute to the further development of our socialist 
homeland, to the strengthening of peace. 


Audit Commission Report 
Bratislava PRACA in Slovak 9 Mar 82 p 4 


[Text] The Auditing Commission has based its work on documents of the Ninth 
All-Union Congress and Slovak ROH Congress, and on the regulations and appro- 
priate documents approved by the URO [Central Courcil of Trade Unions) for 
union management. 


The Ninth All-Union Congress charged the union organs and ROH basic organiza- 
tions with increasing the organizational level of unions, with strengthening 
discipline in the payment of dues, with the achievement of maximal managerial 
efficiency, with the merging of union resources with the objective of assur- 
ing the long-range needs of members and of workers, with an increase in con- 
cern for union property, with an intensification of controlling efficiency 
and an increase in the activity of auditing comaissions. 


The established tasks in the area of concern for union property had as their 
objective the assurance of sufficient financial and material resources fo1 
rich ROH activity, concerning which none other than L. Abraham, SOR [Slovak 
Trade Union Council] chairman, spoke in the above-mentioned report, and con- 
cerning which data has been presented in the written factual report which 
delegates received. 


The Auditing Commission, therefore, has set as its goal the monitor‘ng and 
controlling of the fulfillment of the main source of revenues, namely from 
the collection of membership dues. While in 1976 the annual volume of dues 
collections amounted to Kes 399 million in the SSR, by 1981 a level of 

Kes 510 million had been achieved. In the SSR, 99 percent of the full-time 
workers are organized within ROH, which is the greatest percentage in its 
history. Toward the end of last year, the number of ROH members had reached 
2,056,036, which is an increase of 187,024 members in comparison with 1977. 
The average stamp value has also increased, from Kes 18.66 in 1976 to 

Kes 21.14 in 1981. 














These data convincingly confirm the fulfillment of the tasks set by the 
Ninth All-Union Congress. A high level of union organization means that the 
ROH may, through its members, discharge its function at all work sites. 
This basic precondition for union activity has been achieved through the 
excellent mass political work of union organs and auditing commissions and 
through the committed activity of the ROH fumctionary corps. 


The fulfillment and exceeding of the plan for dues ccilections has created 
the conditions for the financial assurance particulerly of politico- 
organizational and cultural-educational work as well as work in the area of 
concern for ROH members and their family members. This has meant that, with 
frugal and effective utilization, union organs and basic organizations have 
had sufficient financial resources for their activities. 


Even in view of the favorable development in the collection of dues, there 
are still ROH basic organizations for which collections are not being 
realized either in terms of time or in the desired amounts. The appropriate 
union organs should provide these organizations with the necessary assistance. 


The Ninth All-Union Congress set the task of convincing ROH members to 
collect solidarity stamps, a tas« to which the Auditing Commission has devoted 
special attention. 


The Auditing Commission has verified throvch its monitoring activities 
whether union financial resources have been expended economically and effec- 
tively. It has paid attention to and required that managerial-administrative 
outlays not increase more rapidly than revenues, a policy which has been 
assisted by the conservation measures of the SOR, which have been focused 
primarily on the conservation of fuel, energy and office supply consumption. 


The SOR and all-wnion organs, as well as their specific facilities in the SSR 
have been financed by and managed on the basis of a set-aside percentage of 
dues and other special revenues within the contraints of budgets approved by 
the SOR. In the compilation of these budgets, the Auditing Commission saw to 
it that principles of frugality and {ficiency were upheld. It verified by 
inspection the adherence to budgetary discipline in management. It can con- 
Lirm, on the basis of its own findings, that through a broad application of 
the principles of union financial policy, the principles of democratic 
centralism, of internal union democracy, of a plan orientation, efficiency 
and economy consciousness, management sophistication has increased in union 
organs and basic organizations and in the administration of union property. 


In spite of these positive developments in union management, we cannot fail 

to notice shortcomings which are still evident. There are instances in which 
the expenditure of financial resources violates the guidelines concerning 
frugality, amd it is not always the case that financial resources are expended 
effectively. In certain instances, supervisory organs have had to take up the 
issue of the improper management of specific basic organizations and union 


organs. In these cases it was determined that the Auditing Commission had 
mot carried owt its responsibilities. 
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Ome of the important areas of concern for ROH members and their fanily men 
bers is union capital investment, for which « significant portion of finan- 
cial resources is expended. During the Sixth Five-Year Plan in the SSR, 
Kes 1,135,000,000 vas invested. Operation vas begun of 6 vacation homes, 
77 Pioneer camps, 9 cultural facilities, including this ROH House, in which 
we are holding discussions, facilities related to the social program and 
other projects. 


Currently, construction is proceeding on 6 vacation homes, 3 of which are to 
begin operations this year, as well as 3 cultural facilities, 41 PIs, kinder- 
gartens, day-care centers, etc. 


For the Seventh Five-Year Plan, an investment of just Kcs 680 million is 
projected for these purposes. 


Capital investment requires systematic attention within overall union 
activity. Union construction projects, in particular, have suffered from 
shortcomings in construction capacity. Cooperation between the SOR and the 
Ministry of Construction assisted in a positive way in the resolution of the 
problems which had arisen. 


At the present time, it will be more necessary that union organs devote 
multilateral attention to union construction proj.cts, beginning from their 
preparation and continuing through the beginning of their operation. The 
objective must be to succeed in fulfilling the construction plan, within the 
constraints imposed by efficiency, quality and frugality. The Auditing Com 
mission will assist in this regard through its monitoring activities. 


The specific facilities of the SOR play an important role in ROM activities. 
The SOR periodically inspects their management. The Auditing Commission 
reviews the results of these periodic audits and implements selective 
inspections. 


The ROH press and publishing house, Praca, is one specific facility which 
makes a profit in its operations which contributes to the overall revenues 
of the SOR. The daily PRACA has seen a continualiy increasing trend in its 
subscriptions, as has union literature. In this area it is desirable to 
satisfy additional requirements. 


The Frantisek Zupek Union School in Sladkovicov fulfills an important func- 
tion in the education of the union functionary corps. The construction of 

a residential part to the school has improved its conditions. However, the 
full capacity of the school is still not being used in the conduct of planned 
courses which increases the per participant costs of the school. Trade wnion 
and all-union organs have as one of their tasks the sending of functionaries 
to courses according to the plan. 


ROH houses in Zilina and Presov are provided with subsidies by the SOR. 

Their management is, therefore, under a direct periodic control of the SOR 
and under the control of the Auditing Commission. There is a problem in that 
the subsidies for the activities of both ROH houses, especially the one in 








Zilima, are increasing each year. Local orgenizations, and especially 
national committees should, in their own interest, contribute financially 

to the cowerage of outlays, since the Houses of Culture serve the population 
of their city and okres. 


The ROH House in which our congress is taking place is an important specific 
facility of the SOR. It began its activities last year. The SOR and the 
Auditing Commission have set as their goal to devote attention to its manage- 
ment from the beginning, to assist through control in establishing a proper 
management approach and to take consistent care of the entrusted property. 
The objective is to reduce costs while fully developing the activities of 
cultwral facilities in conjunction with potential savings. 


Auditing commissions are charged in ROH regulations with the task of monitor- 
ing the timeliness of the clearance of workers’ papers being sent to union 
organs. The Auditing Commission has regularly verified whether papers which 
have been received are passed on in a timely manner at the SOR. It is 
possible to state that with a few complicated exceptions where the situation 
required further investigation, workers’ papers have been cleared in a timely 
fashion. 


Owr congress and the 10th All-Union Congress will outline significant and 
demanding tasks for further ROH activity. Implementation of these tasks 

will require the systematic development of politico-organizational, ideologi- 
cal, educational and cultural work, as well as concern for ROH members and 
the members of their families. It will also place increased demands on the 
financial and material assurance of these activities. In this regard, union 
organs, basic organizations snd their auditing commissions will have to exer- 
cise the responsible function which has been entrusted to then. 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


CZECH TU CONGRESS RESOLUTION PUBLISHED 
Prague PRACE in Czech 2 Mar 82 supplement pp 1-8 


[Resolution of the Czech Revolutionary Trade Union Congress, held 
26-28 February 1982; portions within slantlines in boldface] 


[Text] The Czech Revolutionary Trade Union (ROH) Congress, which was held 
26-28 February 1982, discussed the role of Czech Socialist Republic unionists 
in the realization of the program of the 15th CPCZ Congress and the resolu- 
tion of the Ninth All-Union Congress. 


CSR union organs and organizations, under the leadership of the CPCZ, have 
actively and conscientiously contributed to the further development of our 
socialist society. Through their active efforts, they have assisted in 
strengthening the leadership role of the working class and of its vanguard, 
the CPCZ, and in strengthening the ideological and organizational union of 
the ROH. 


Unionists in the CSR have contributed to a strengthening of the international 
ties of the ROH with unions in the Soviet Union and in other socialist coun- 
tries, have participated in projects organized by the WFTU to display their 
solidarity with progressive world forces and have fully supported all 
initiatives directed at a strengthening of world peace. 


They have actively shared in the activities of CSR National Front organs, 
in the preparation and fulfillment of election programs. 


Cooperation has intensified with state and economic agencies in the resolu- 
tion of binding measures in the economy and social policy. There has been 
success in increasing the role of unions in worker participation in manage- 
ment, in the development of work initiatives, in a comprehensive concern for 
workers through the improvement of working and living conditions. Ideologi- 
cal, educational and cultural efforts have been organized more systematically. 


Union unity has been strengthened and the capability of unions for action in 
the carrying out of all their functions has increased. Internal union life 
has increased in quality, as has member participation in the work of union 
organizations. The role of the basic organizations of the ROH and of union 
shops has been strengthened. 








The Czech ROH Congress states that the sain directives established by the 
resolution of tne last Czech ROH Congress in 1977 have been, basically, ful- 


filled. 
The Czech Congress Has Discussed and Approves: 


/--the report of the Czech Union Council concerning the current activities 
and further tasks of the ROH in the CSR; 


/-—-the report of the Czech Union Council Auditing Commission. 


/The annual member meetings and conferences of the basic organizations and 
higher union organs have evaluated the work of unionists in the CSR, expressed 
the firm unity of the ROH and their determination to carry out consistently 
their share of the responsibility for the implementation of the directives of 
the 16th CPCZ Congress, which the 10th All-Union Congress will integrate into 
the conditions of union activity. 


/We foresee the activity of union organs and organizations in the CSR for 
the upcoming period in terms of active and decisive support for the policy 
of the CPCZ and its leading role in society, in terms of an increase in the 
role of unions in the implementation of the directives of the 16th CPCZ 
Congress. 


/These demanding tasks require an intensifying of union participation in the 
work of the National Front, aimed at the development of labor activity and 
the social involvement of workers, an increase in the quality of cooperation 
with state and economic organs, a strengthening of international ties with 
unions of the Soviet Union and the other socialist countries as well as with 
progressive world forces, and active participation in all projects concerned 
with the preservation and strengthening of world peace./ 


During the upcoming period, the Czech ROH Congress will focus the activity 
of all union organs and organizations in the CSR on the following critical 
areas: 


i. Worker Participation in National Economic Management 


Carrying out the objectives for the economic and social development of 
society outlined by the 16th CPCZ Congress, and maintaining the current 
standard of living and social certainties of workers requires a more deci- 
sive approach to the resolution of questions of efficiency, the quality of 
all work, and the intensification of social production. 


To achieve these objectives, union organs and organizations of the ROH in the 
CSR will further /intensify the economic function of unions/, and organize 
along with state and economic organs, labor and creative worker initiatives 
and assist effectively in the assurance of the development tasks for the 
national economy which have been approved through 1985. 











ROH union organs and organizations in the CSR will direct their efforts 
toward the following tasks: 


--Active assistance in the gradual /implementation of the Set of Measures/ 
for Improving the Planned Management System of the National Economy After 
1980 by a further intensification and increase in the quality of worker 
participation in the management of production, but above all in their par- 
ticipation in plan preparation and implementation as well as in the monitor- 
ing of its fulfillment and in the evaluation of the results which have been 
achieved; 


--Increasing the efficiency of joint approaches with state and economic 
organs to the organization of /worker participation in management/. A 
breakdown of the plan must be requested for individual work sites, and 
regular monitoring must take place as provided for in the Principles of the 
CSR Government and Central Trade Union Councils of 1980. The knowledge and 
experience of employees, of the best employees, of innovators and improvers, 
must be utilized in order to come up with internal underutilized capacity 

for the undertaking and implementation of counterplans for increases in 
requested production. In conjunction with the plan proposal, the main direc- 
tions of the development of worker initiatives, as well as basic criteria for 
the organization, evaluation and interpretation of the results of socialist 
competition and directives for the activity of comprehensive rationalization 
brigades are to be outlined; 


--In conjunction with the economic leadership, /an increase in the sophisti- 
cation and efficiency of production conferences/, seeing to it that they take 
place regularly and that all of the positive suggestions and comments of 
employees are utilized and implemented. The results and effectiveness of 
production conferences are to be evaluated, and suggestions and comments 
which are received are to be acted on in a consistent manner; 


--The creation of conditions for the further development of th. /socialist 
work brigade movement/ through an application of Principles of the CSR 
Government and Central Trade Union Councils. Their work is to be examined 
regularly and the achieved results evaluated morally and materially accord- 
ing to merit. Their influence is to be increased on the formation of a 
socialist consciousness and the character traits of individual members; 


--In conjunction with economic organs, all proven forms of initiative are 

to be focused on a higher valuation and /more rational utilization of all 
forms of fuel and energy, raw materials and materials/, on the economical 

use of bulk fodders and on intensification of agricultural production. There 
is to be active participation at the enterprize and factory level in the ful- 
fillment of the established objective--the acievement in individual years 

in the national economy of a minimal average 2 percent annual conservation 

of fuel and energy and a 4.5 to 5 percent annual conservation of metals in 
production, and an increase in the utilization of metal waste and other 
secondary raw materials. The creative initiative of workers is to be 
organized and focused on the fulfillment and overfulfillment of the qualita- 
tive indicators of the national economic plan, on an increase in the 
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efficiency and quality of production, an increase in exporting ability, and 
on the production of goods which are in short supply for the domestic market; 


-~-Assistance in increasing self-sufficiency in foodstuff and agricultural 
raw-material production. To this end, worker initiative in chemical and 
machine-building enterprises is to be developed in the direction of assuring 
deliveries for agriculture, especially of industrial fertilizers, agro- 
chemicals, machinery, tools and technical equipment. In the foodstuff 
industry, the focus must be on the improved valuation of raw materials, an 
expansion and increase in the quality of the product mix, an increase in its 
usable life and quality; 


--In conjunction with economic organs, the more consistent organization of 
/internal enterprise socialist competition/ among individuals, collectives, 
socialist work brigades, the same or similar professions, whose work results 
may be compared and evaluated. There is to be a more conscientious organi- 
zation of the generalization and expansion of proven experiences and new 
working wethods of the best employees, heroes of socialist labor, the most 
decorated collectives, or our own and Soviet innovators. In the organiza- 
tion of initiatives and socialist competition, no elements of formalism or 
bureaucratism can be allowed. Reaction is to be flexible to the conditions 
of individual work sites, and the forms of initiative and the competitive 
considerations of internal enterprise socialist competition are to be adapted 
to them. Declarations of socialist commitments and of various exhortations 
which are of a proclamatory nature and do not relate to the commitments of 
collectives and individuals are not to be permitted; 


--Expanded worker participation in scientific and technical development 
through the creation and implementation of /inventions and suggestions for 
improvements/. Efforts are to be made to assure that, during the Seventh 
Five-Year Plan, new technical solutions at the invention level will increase 
by 2-2.5 percent, the creation of improvement suggestions and industrial 
models will increase by at least 3-5 percent, of declared thematic objectives 
by 5-5 percent, that social benefits from utilized inventions and improvement 
suggestions will increase by at leas. 5-6 percent, so that the overall social 
benefit in the Sevent., Five-Year Plan will amount to at least Kcs 34 billion; 


--In conjunction with economic organs, a still more conscientious concentra- 
tion of the forces, experience and abilities of leading workers and techni- 
cians in /comprehensive rationalizetion brigades/ on the critical tasks of 
technical development and on the fulfillment of the comprehensive socialist 
rationalization program; 


~~Stimulating the initiative of employees of design organizations, of con- 
struction, technological and other preproduction divisions whose activity 
significantly influences the level of quality and the efficiency of all work. 


All proven forms of initiative are to be utilized for this, especially 
/"Personal Creative Plans"/; 


--A further continuation of the organizing of the creative /initiatives of 
employees of the scientific and technical base/ in order to increase the 








efficiency and quality of scientific research efforts and to speed up the 
practical introduction of scientific findings. To this end, there is to be 
an expansion of the merging of socialist commitments of research institutes 
and production enterprises, as well as the socialist competition of the 
research and development base organized by the Czech Union Council and the 
CSR Ministry of Technology and Development; 


--An increase in the activity of union organs, and especially of union 
councils, at critical construction projects for the stimulation and organi- 
zation of initiatives for the /timely and high-quality completion of con- 
struction projects/ and the startup of new operations. Attention is to be 
concentrated in particular on selected projects related to the fuel and 
energy base. The conclusion of joint socialist commitments is to be 
organized and the responsibility of union organs for the monitoring and 
fulfillment of commitments in contracting and assembly organizations 
increased. Favorable working, living, health care and cultural conditions 
are to be created for construction workers; 


--The introduction and multilateral support of the formulation and consistent 
implementation of programs /to increase the economic efficiency of the wage 
system/ for the years of the Seventh Five-Year Plan. Most attention is to be 
focused on the systematic expansion and increase in the quality of labor- 
consumption standards, service standards and norms for the nunbers of 
employees. Care is to be taken that these improved standards and norms be 
utilized for a substantial expansion of task wages not only for production 
workers, but also in assistance, service, managerial and administrative 
activities; 


--The efficient application of the principle thot /wage growth will be in 
full accordance with the level which has been achieved in the growth of labor 
productivity/. The socialist principle of compensation according to the 
results of work must be asserted as the real criterion of the evaluation of 
achieved results of labor; 


--/The introduction of internal enterprise khozraschet/ must be supported, 

and much more attention than to date must be devoted to the consistent 
application of economically efficient wage forms, especially of premiums and 
bonuses tied to the conservation of fuels, propellants, energy, raw materials, 
materials and the overall reduction of costs, and increases in the quality 

and efficiency of production and services; 


--Attention to the consistent carrying out of /"Principles of the CSR Govern- 
ment and Central Council of Trade Unions for the Conclusion, Content, and 
Monitoring of Collective Agreements"/, and the inclusion in these agreements 
of tasks which are concrete, feasible, for which specific people are made 
accountable, which heve completion schedules and are, therefore, monitorable. 
Economic management must be required to apply penalties against employees 
responsible for the failure to fulfill commitments in collective agreements. 
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Il. Multilateral Attention to Workers, to the Improvement of Living and 
Working Environments 


The development of the economy, the efficiency of social production and the 

continued growth of labor productivity are preconditions for maintaining and 
increasing the qualit) of current living standards and the further strength- 
ening of living and social certainties. The joint responsibility of unions 

/for the intensification of multilateral concern for workers/ requires from 

union organs and organizations primarily the following: 


--In close cooperation and in agreement with union organs and state and 
economic agencies, the strengthening and full development of the planning 

of the social development of enterprise collectives by means of five-year 
and annual plans for personnel, individual, and social development and the 
integration of their implementation into collective agreements. All 
resources for the implementation of the tasks of enterprise social policy 
are to be utilized efficiently, including the cultural and social needs fund 
and the voluntary project "Unionists for their factory and the republic”; 


--/An increase in the role of social control in the creation and preservation 
of the working environment/, especially in terms of safety and health on the 
job. A three-level monitoring of work safety is to be consistently imple- 
mented, there is to be an expansion of collective education and the organiza- 
tion of safe work according to the example of A. D. Basov, and a public 
inspection of work safety is to be organized on a yearly basis. Systematic 
attention is to be devoted to the outfitting of workers with quality, work- 
related, personal protection equipment. The production of these resources in 
sufficient numbers and quality is required, as is an introduction of order 
into their documentation and economical utilization; 


--In addition, /health care services must be of increased quality/, preventive 
care is to be emphasized, efforts made to construct and to modernize factory 
health care and rehabilitation equipment, to which end there is to be an 
effective merging of factory and national committee resources. An attempt 

is to be made to influence the deve) oment of labor disabilities, to take 
steps to place citize.s with alcered work capabilities in an appropriate 
occupation, and to extend the work activity of pensioners in accordance with 
national economic needs. In close cooperation with health care organs, there 
is to be a systematic influencing of the stabilization of factory physicians, 


diagnostic service physicians, and a reduction in waiting periods for exami- 
nations; 


--/Increased attention is to be devoted to sanatorium care/, and class and 
merit viewpoints are to be applied to the social composition of participants 
from the ranks of workers, from high-risk work sites in industry and from 
agriculture. The preventive function of sanatorium treatments is to be 
increased. The rights of union organs in the area of health insurance are 
to be implemented, the political and professional sophistication of func- 
tionaries is to be systematically increased and the education of workers 


intensified regarding the responsible management of medical insurance 
resources, 
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--The exertion of active influence on the further /development of factory 
catering/, above all in production branches and for workers of the second 

and third shifts. In cooperation with economic organs, the rational develop- 
ment of factory catering is to be directed in accordance with established 
standards. Support is to be provided for the utilization of all under- 
utilized capacity, to mergers for the production and distribution of entrees 
and to the utilization of restaurant catering equipment according to the 
principles of factory catering; 


--The further expansion of numbers and capacities of operators of /ROH pioneer 
camps/ affiliated with enterprises and factories, and the utilization to a 
greater extent of enterprise recreational equipment and rented facilities 

for these purposes. Full support is to be provided to the development of 
schools in nature, educational influences are to be intensified on children 

in ROH pioneer camps as well as during recreational stays within the frame- 
work of family union-sponsored recreation; 


--In the area of ROH recreational care, it is necessary to proceed con- 
scientiously and economically, to utilize all facilities fully, to merge 
forces purposefully, along with financial resources, for the construction 

and maintenance of recreational facilities. In the selection of participants 
in enterprise and selective recreational opportunities, there is to be an 
intensification of considerations of merit, sociei involvement and of 
preferences for employees, especially workers from multishift operations, 
from territories with difficult living conditions and from families with 
children. There is to be the consistent application in enterprise recreation 
of the new principles of the CSR Government and the Central Trade Union 
Councils of 1981 in order to foster its planned and efficient development; 


--Efficient participation in /fulfillment of the election programs of the 
National Front/, the concentration, by means of volunteer brigade work, on 
the improvement of living conditions and on the resolution of long-standing 
shortcomings. There is to be an increase in factory and enterprise partici- 
pation in the construction and operation of preschool facilities for 
children; 


--The more efficient expansion of /cooperation with appropriate national 
committees/, the more emphatic and basic resolution of all issues related to 
worker living conditions, the increasing of the quality of citizen services, 
the supplying, health care for and transportation of workers; 


--In conjunction with the economic leadership, the devotion of regular atten- 
tion in basic organizations to issues of legal education, to the public 
exposure of the antisocial dealings of individuals in violation of laws, of 
labor and technological discipline, as well as in an irresponsible approach 
to socialist property; 


--/A permanent increase in the quality of the work of arbitration commis- 
sions/, concern for the political and professional growth of their members, 
and the gradual orientation of their activity to prevention in the upholding 
of labor law regulations; 














--A further increase in the quality of the /social control of higher union 
organs/ in the area of labor law and a demand for the consistent elimina- 


tion of all known shortcomings. 


Ill. Assistance Through Socialist Education in the Development of the 
Conscious Work and Social Activity of Members 


The demanding tasks of the development of our socialist society require, in 
accordance with new needs, /the development of ideologically educational and 
cultural work/, the formation of socialist thought patterns and dealings 
among workers and the younger generation. 


To carry out the above directive it is essential that union organs and 
organizations fulfill, in particular, the following tasks: 


--The planned, conscientious, and more efficient than previously /development 
of mass political work within basic organizations/. A different approach 
must be applied to every social group, work collective and individual, and 
there is to be a flexible reaction to internal and foreign economic, politi- 
cal, social and other problems, the more emphatic development at work places 
of economic propaganda and agitation, and of everything that contributes to 
an increase in the efficiercy, economical nature and quality of work, as well 
as to an improvement in working conditions; 


--There is to be an increase in the sophistication and efficiency /of the 
socialist education of workers within work collectives/, especially in union 
shops, and an intensification of its planning and organization. Influence is 
to be exerted toward the mastery of a Marxist-Leninist world view and of 
socialist moral qualities of collectives and individuals. There is to be a 
tight joining of a patriotic and internationalist education with an educa- 
tion in class vigilance and an uncompromising attitude toward petty bourgeois 
and bourgeois ideology. The union press is to be utilized to a greater 


extent, and work with it is to be organized as with a source of information 
and experience; 


--There is to be an ictensification of /proletarian and socialist inter- 
.lonalism/, a streugthening of friendship with the people of the Soviet 
Union and of other countries. The expansion of signs of solidarity are to 
ve more efficiently linked with the daily political-educational work of the 
basic ROH organizations, and in this concrete form our assistance to the 

international workers movement is to be explained; 


~-There is to be more active organization within basic organizations and union 
groups /of scientific technical propaganda and economic education/, and a 
multilateral contribution to the raising of general educational and profes- 
sional qualifications as well as the overall cultural sophistication of 
workers and other employees in accordance with the penetration of scientific 
and technical progress into production practice; 


--There is to be an increase in quality, and an expansion of the /culturally 
educational activity/ of basic organizations, of the cultural facilities of 
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the ROH and of union libraries. The avocational artistic and technical 
creativity of workers and youth is to be developed. There is to be support 
for an expansion of modern traditions, the founding of youth clubs, and the 
organization of active worker participation in the purposeful utilization of 
free time; 


--/The assurance of training and advanced training for ROH functionaries/ is 
to proceed with greater responsibility and an increased sense of perspective. 
Young functionaries are to be selected more conscientiously for long-term 
study at the Antonin Zapotocky Central ROH School. There is to be an improve- 
ment in the use of centers and departments of union education, and the 
assurance of quality preparation for lecturers and propagandists for all 

forms of politicoeconomical education of members and the schooling of func- 
tionaries; 


--One of the critical tasks to be considered is to be an increase in the 
influence of work collectives, socialist work brigades and leading workers 
on the /education of voung workers, trainees, apprentices/ and, in coopera- 
tion with the Union of Socialist Youth, the development of proven forms of 
work with youth--the reserves of socialist work brigades, the activities of 
patrons of working youth, the Red Carnation; 


--Attention is to be devoted to the personnel, ma.eri.' and organizationai 
/assurance of the theoretical and practical training of apprentices/ as well 
as their out-of-school activities, and influence is to be exerted to improve 
the conditions in secondary training centers; 


--In connection with the further development of she Czechoslovak culturation 
and educational system, active assistance is to Se provided in the unitied 
educational efforts of schools and families, /cooperation is to be expenacd 
between factories, socialist work brigades and schools/, Pioneer groups ano 


shops, and stations are to be established of young technicians and natural 
scientists; 


--Workers and youth are to be convinced to take part in year-round /recrea- 
tional exercise/. Varied forms of physical exercise, sporting self-defense 
and touring activities are to be organized in factories, enterprises and 
recreational facilities. The requisite personnel and material conditions 
are to be created to this end. 


IV. Politico-organizational Work in Basic Organizations and Union Organs 


The demanding tasks facing the ROH after the 16th CPCZ Congress necessarily 
require /an improvement in the sophistication of organizational work/, a 
strengthening of union unity, an increase in union capacity for action, an 
improvement in the forms and techniques of work, the consistent application 
of the principles of democratic centralism and internal union democracy. 


This presupposes a concentration of attention on the work of basic organiza- 
tions, the level of internal union life and an increase in member involve- 
ment in the activities of union organizations. 
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In the upcoming period, the focus is to be on the following tasks: 


--An increase in /the efficiency and quality of the work of the basic ROH 
organizations/, the application during discussions of factory ROH committees 
of greater conscientiousness, specificity and awareness of the plan and 
operative reaction to material problems. Greater use should be made of 
internal analyses and the findings of individual union shops and work sites; 


--A further /increase in the quality of the activity of union shops/, and 
attention to the consistent application of the Central Trade Union Council 
document “Concerning the Position and Role of Union Shops and the Shop 
Steward." The role and mission of member meetings and of meetings of union 
shops within the basic organizations of ROH are to be increased; 


--/An ever-wider circle of functionaries and members is to be involved/ in 
union work, the experiences of the best and most decorated workers as well 
as those of innovators and improvers are to be utilized, and in their 
activities they are to depend on the collective wisdom of the workers and 
to react sensitively to their suggestions and comments; 


--Inm all ROH organs and basic organizations there is to be some serious 
thinking and, on the basis of findings and analyses, /concrete resolutions 
are to be adopted/, or other measures, and attention paid to the more 
thorough conduct of the monitoring of their fulfillment, the main element 


of technique is to be applied, thereby achieving a higher level of imple- 
mentational activity; 


--/There is to be systematic work with factory committee chairmen/, and 
their political and professional sophistication is to be increased. 
Assistance is to be provided on a differentiated basis to basic ROH organi- 
zations, and the quality of work is to be increased conscientiously in those 
areas where there is the lowest level of implementational activity. The 


results which have been achieved in individual areas of union work are to be 
further generalized; 


--/The sophistication of the work of kraj and okres union councils/ is to be 
improved, and accountability increased for the unification and coordination 
of the activities of all union organs and basic ROH organizations, along with 
the multilateral development of the appropriate territorial units. Kraj and 
okres trade union committees are to be oriented toward the resolution of 
specific problems with branch national committee divisions; 


--/The style and work techniques of Czech trade union committees/ are to be 
improved, and the sophistication and specificity increased of the joint 
measures and directives adopted along with ministries. The specific role 
and »osition of trade unions is to be respected, their evaluative and 
analytical activity intensified, and the quality increased of the concep- 
tualization, conscientiousness, plan awareness and critical attitude in the 
work of organs. Branch issues are to be judged more thoroughly, and the 
attention and efforts of all union organs concentrated on their resolution. 
information concerning a situation is to be obtained more rapidly and 








problems and shortcomings which have arisen are to be resolved more deci- 
sively. A more active approach is to be taken to the assurance of critical 
tasks in territorially managed enterprises and factories, and there is to be 
a systematic increase in the close cooperation and joint activity with the 
appropriate branch divisions of national committees; 


--The efficiency and rigorousness of the /administrative and monitoring 
activities of the Czech Union Council/ on union and all-union organs is to 
be increased, and a common approach determined for the resolution of critica: 
tasks. Attention is to be paid to a thorough implementation of their own 
resolutions and the resolution of the Central Trade Union Council, and a 
generalization of experiences carried out; 


~-/Cooperation is to be continued with the CSR Government/, especially 
regarding the establishment of joint approaches to the resolution of criti- 
cal intentions and objectives in carrying out the economic and social policy 
of the CPCZ in individual years. Cooperation is to be continued with the 
Union of Socialist Youth, with the Czechoslovak Scientific and Technical 
Society, with the central cornmittee of the Czech Women's Union, and /with 
other National Front organizations/ as part of a unification of joint efforts 
to increase the work and social involvement of workers; 


--The political and professional sophistication o. union organ members is to 
be raised, a system of personnel reserves is to be established, a rigorous 
attitude is to be taken to the evaluation of the work of union functionaries, 
and all forms of moral evaluation are to be employed for long-time and 
esteemed ROH functionaries. In the selection, preparation and placement of 
union functionaries, the focus is to be on a conscientious and systematic 
/application of Leninist principles of personne] work/; 


~~/Financial resources are to be expended effectively/ for the assurance of 
union activity, there is to be a systematic and plan-oriented increase in 
the assistance to basic organizations in the area of union management. In 
the course of a given functional period, there is to be at least one inspec- 
tion of the management of every ROH basic organization by the appropriate 
okres union council. /The administrative sophistication of auditing com- 
missions/ is to be increased by supervisory union organs, and their work 
oriented toward the consistent control of financial asset management and the 
administration of property. Control is to be considered part of the admin- 
istrative process, with findings discussed within organs and utilized in 
future work. 


/The Czech ROH Congress commits all union organs and organizations, func- 
tionaries and ROH members in the CSR to active participation in the 
assurance of the tasks established for the upcoming years, to a further 
increase in the quality of union activity, and to a contribution, through 


more efficient and purposeful work, to the development of our socialist 
society. 


/The Czech ROH Congress charges the Czech Trade Union Council with: 
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--/Utilizing these suggestions for discussion; 


--/The plan-oriented administration and conscientious organization of the 
fulfillment of the approved resolution; 


--/The unification of the approach of union organs in the CSR to the inple- 
mentation and formulation of the tasks which will stem from the discussions 
at the 10th All-Union Congress ./ 


The Czech ROH Congress addresses all ROH members in the CSR with an exhorta- 
tion to fulfill honestly the socialist commitments vhich they make in connec- 
tion with the 10th All-Union Congress, thereby contributing to the future 
development of socialism and to an increase in the quality and effectiveness 
of union work, and to an increase in the role of the ROH in the implementa- 
tion of the directives and tasks outlined by the léth CPCZ Congress. 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


SED LEADERS DISACREFING OVER AID TO POLAND, RELATIONS WITH WEST 
Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German Vol ™% No 11, 5 Mar 82 p 26 


[Unattributed article: “Falling Into the Holes--Erich Honecker Finds Himself 
Under Pressure in the SFD: Wo Changes for the Time Being With Regard to “inieum 
Currency Exchange™] 


[Text] Egon Franke went on the offensive. As the minister for inner-German 
relations put it in an interview with the NEUE OSNABRUPCKER ZFITUNG, if the GDR 
did not revise the minimum currency exchange by 30 June, it would “reach the 
end of its rope: then the GDR would have to see to it that it could get along 
with fewer non-interest bearing credits.” 


Franke’s threat that Bonn would put a ceiling on the no-interest overdraft 
credit in inner-German trade (Swing) does not come out of the blue. For a few 
months it appeared that Helmut Schmidt's and Erich Honecker's Werbellin Lake 
agreement to trade a Swing extension for new minimum currency exchange rules 
vas going to work. The SED had announced already last January that it would 
come up with a proposal no later than March which should be acceptable to Bonn. 


But lately evidence is mounting that the GDR can no longer honor Honec'er's 
promise to either lower or totally eliminate the October 1980 raise in entrance 
fees to the East Republic, at least for pensioners and children. 


The reasons for this change of heart do not lie in Bonn, but farther east: 
events in Poland have triggered stormy debates within the SED leadership about 
party policy and have made some inroads on Frich Honecker's previowsly wnas- 
sailable position. 


At present the Politburo agrees on only two pointe: the SFD must spare no ef- 
fort to separate Bonn from the Western counterarminge front. At the same time 
the CDR's stability must be secured under all circumstances. But there is a 
great divergence of opinions among the leading comrades on ways and means of 
attaining these goals. 


The principal trigger for thie controversy was Leonid Brezhnev's promise to 
General Wojciech Jaruzelski that Moscow would increase ite economic aid to 
Poland beyond previous levels. The SED functionaries fear that thie promise 
would have to be primarily kept by the GDR. 











In this context, the comrades are circulating « standard East German joke: 
China and the USSR resume friendly relations. The Chinese list three condi- 
tions: Moscow must provide ennually 200,000 agricultural machines, 300,000 
bicycles and $00,000 tons of rice. Brezhnev agrees to the first two condi- 
tions, but declines the third: “That's impossible; the CDR has no rice.” 


Ewen now the East Germans are delivering goods to Poland which they urgently 
require for their awn needs. Thus for instance some foodstuffs are vithdravn 
from availability to the CDR population, with the result that some cities are 
even suffering a shortage of potatoes. 


Aid to Poland is especially difficult for the GDR inasmuc” as its own agricul- 
ture is in considerable difficulty because of years of faulty planning, such as 
a strict separation of animal and plent production. Nor is indusrrial develop- 
ment nearly as rosy as the SED leadership officially proclaims. The real data 
and facts are shown only in top secret analyees which are not even accessible 
to all menbers of the Politburo. 


The GDP citizens are so far reacting to the increasing daily food shortages 
with anger against the Poles, whom they bleme for everything. But the agents 
of Minister for State Security Frich Mielke find growing dissatisfaction with 
the entire policy. In summary, the GDR economic system is after all the same 
as in neighboring Poland. 


“ielke has already warned: “If the Vestern services should get into this 
also, we would be faced with grest internal political changes.” And Berlin 
SED chief Konrad Naumann, noterious for hie drastic pronouncements, was 
angered about “rate which one might stroke once in a while but which must be 
chased back into their holes.” 


Fearing internal instability, part of the Politbwro, including besides Yielke 
and Naumann especially Nefense Minister Heinzg Hoffmann, is pleading for ex- 
changing Honecker’s lax coneuwmer soctaliem for a more hardnosed policy, espe- 
clallw toward the West. 


They are supported by SFD functionartes who have for a long time blamed Monecker's 
“wrong handling of economic and social programe” and the influence of West marke 
Jestern credits itor the bad mood in the country. This group demands also 
that the GDR not permit iteelf to be blackmailed by Bonn into trading the Swing 

for a lowering of the minimum currency exchange. 


The SED chief finds support only among a number of district chiefe of his Mnity 
Party. Thetr cownter argument is that tightening the reine does not ease the 
burden; it prowokes the opposite effect. 


Resistance to Honecker’s plan to keep his promise regarding the minimum cur- 
rency exchange in the spring its aleo found among the foreten policy experts in 
the SED leadership. Party Secretary for International Relations Hermann Axen 
declared that in hir opinion Bonn would eventually fall in line with American 
policy--"perhapse not on the natural gas pipeline business, but on arms policy.” 
rven changes in the minimum currency exchange would not change that, he said. 
Axen sugpested that the GDR should hide tte time until the SPD party congress 
in Aprt!] and June’s NATO euemit itn Bonn. 


% 





Finally even Erich Honecker agreed with Axen's recommendation. He informed 
Bonn that nothing would happen in March. 


Whether or not Honecker will have his way later on also depends on what Leonid 
Brezhnev does in Moscow during the next few months. 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


FRG PRESS PUBLISHES TEXT OF GDR BORDER TROOP FIRING ORDERS 


Bonn DIE WELT in German 1 Mar 82 p 6 


[Partial text of ‘Service Regulation 018/0/008--Deployment of Border Troops 
to Secure the State Border--Use of Firearms’: "'...directed fire is to be 
opened'--Text of Secret Firing Order for GDR Border Troops") 


[Text] The content of the firing order has been known 
since the middle 1970's from statements made by defected 
NVA non-commissioned officers. Last weekend the BERLINER 
MORGENPOST published the full text of "Service Regulation 
018/0/008--Deployment of Border Troops to Secure the 
State Border--Use of Firearms.” Verbal instructions to 
border troops on guard duty are much more stringent. 
According to Service Regulation 30/10, directed fire is 
to be opened on any fugitive in close proximity to the 
border fortifications. Challenge or warning shots are 
permitted only if a minimum of 50 meters separates him 
from the border. DIE WELT herewith reprints verbatim 
excerpts from the BERLINER MORGENPOST. 


1. The use of firearms is the extreme measure of employing force against an 
individual, Firearms may be used only if physical force with use of auxiliary 
resources is unsuccessful or cannot reasonably be expected to succeed. 


2. Firearms may be used only by order of a superior or upon the personal 
initiative of border troops. 


1, to prevent the imminent implementation or continuation of an action which 
under the circumstances appears to be 


- a crime against the sovereignty of the GDR, peace, humanity or human rights; 
- a crime against the GDR, against general security or state laws; 
- a crime against an individual; 


- any other crime which is being committed or about to be committed involving 
the use of firearms‘or explosives; 
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b. to prevent the escape or to recapture persons 
- who are suspected of a crime or who had been arreste? for committing a crime; 


- who are suspected of having committed other punishable offenses or who had 
been sentenced to a jail term; when it is apparent that firearms or explosives 
are involved or that escape is in some other way being initiated through force 
or violence against individuals charged with arrest, guarding or supervision; 
or that a mass escape is in progress; 


c. against persons who are trying to liberate by force anyone who had been 
arrested for committing a punishable offense or had been sentenced to a jail 
term, or who is assisting in such an endeavor; 


d. when all other means have been exhausted for successfully preventing an 

immediately impending or actual attack upon military installations or other 

State, societal or economic facilities or upon oneself and other persons (in 
accordance with paragraphs 17-19 of the criminal code); 


©. to break up armed resistance; 
f. to arrest individuals 


- if armed persons refuse to comply with the order to drop their weapons or 
are trying to resist arrest by threatening to use such weapons or actually 
doing so; 


- if individuals ignore the challenge or orders by border guards and are appa- 
rently trying to violate the GDR state border and if all other means of arrest 
or prevention of escape have been exhausted; 


- if individuals in vehicles ignore official stop signs and have broken through, 
removed or circumvented barriers and are undoubtedly attempting to break 
through the state border. 


211. 


The use of firearms against members of the border troops and the National 
People's Army is permissible as an extreme measure if in a frank breach of dis- 
cipline, or resistance by subordinates all measures to reestablish military 
discipline and order have remained unsuccessful and arrest is not feasible. 


212. 


The use of firearms must always be preceded by the command "Stop! Border Guard! 
Hands up!" Should this challenge be ignored, a warning shot is to be fired. 
Should this be ignored also, directed fire is to be opened. 


213. 


Firearms will be discharged with directed fire without prior challenge and 
warning shots 
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a. if this is necessary for defense against a sudden violent attack and to 
eliminate armed resistance; 


b. if there is no other way of preventing or deterring an actual attack upon 
military installations or other state, societal or economic facilities or 
against oneself or other persons. 


214, 


In using firearms, the life of target individuals is to be preserved if pos- 
sible. Wounded individuals should be given first aid under observance of 
appropriate security measures. The rendering of first aid is subordinate to 
the performance of urgent and non-delavable tasks. 


215. 
Firearms will not be used 


a. if the life and health of bystanders is thereby endangered (in urban areas, 
thronged streets, full restaurants, public transport, etc.); 


b. if the persons involved appear to be juveniles (up to age 14); 


c. if circumstances which originally made the use of firearms justifiable do 
no longer apply; 


d, if the persons to be arrested are members of occupation forces stationed 
in the FRG or in West Berlin or their military missions; 


e. if it involves members of diplomatic missions; 
f. if aircraft of foreign nationality violate GDR airspace; 


es. for the purpose of giving a signal (except "“Help!"). 

216. 

|. Any use of firearms must immediately be reported to a superior and, if 
persons were wounded or killed, it must be treated as a special incident. 


2. Fatally injured individuals must be taken to a terrain sector which is out- 
side the adversary's field of vision. The site of the incident must be marked 
and secured, In other cases the bodies must not be moved. Further action must 


await direction by the military prosecutor. 


217. 


If the firearm was used against border violators, the territory of the neigh- 
boring state or West Berlin must not be fired upon. 


in case of deployment for the defense of the GDR, the use of firearms is 
decreed by the minister for national defense. 
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"FALSIFICATIONS' BY FOREIGN HISTORIANS CONDEMNED 
Bucharest ANALF DE ISTORIE in Romanian No 5, Sep-Oct 681 pp 76-100 


/irticle by Ion Ardeleam and Mircea Musat: "Some Fundamental Problems of the History 
of the Nation and of the RCP"/7 


[Text7 In the RCP's view, strikingly reflected in Nicolae Ceausescu's thought, histo- 
rical studies play a major role in ideological activity and are regarded not only as 
means to knowledge of man's past but beyond that and particularly as a powerful in- 
strument of political education and of formation and development of the patriotic and 
revolutionary self-awareness of the masses and especially of youth. 


In pointing this out Nicolae Ceausescu said that by studying "the glorious history of 
the Romanian people, the struggles and sacrifices of our ancestors, and their efforts 
to perfect material and intellectual creation we learn to appreciate and love the ad- 
vances of the present more deeply and to make every effort to develop them and to cre- 
ate the new history of Romania, the history of socialism and communism." 


The theoretical and practical effort the RCP is making in the broad program on behalf 
of the nation's present and future includes, in a place of honor, the major contribu- 
tion made by its secretary general, Nicolae Ceausescu, to the development of Romanian 
historical science. A reader of national history, the president of Romania has also 
distinguished himself as a masterly interpreter of its fundamental values. It can be 
said that there is no critical point in Romania's national history upon which the par- 
ty secretary general has not expressed his realistic, considered and authentic opin- 
ion. 


Nicolae Ceausescu's speech on the 60th anniversary of the *Ounding of the RCP confronts 
the historians und all teachers of the social disciplines with new and quite different 
considerations. 


The speech is a program document of outstanding theoretical and methodological value 
for the study and teaching of history and for the other social sciences. 


In the spirit of the historical materialist conception, the speech analyzes some of 
the most important periods in Romanian history, from the most ancient times to contem- 
porary history. A first analysis of the speech leads to some conclusions of inestima- 
ble value to the historical front; 
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- It notes the processes of anthropogenesis and social contimity on Romanian soil, 
and consequently the process of ethnogenesis here in the Carpatho-Danubian-Black Sea 
area. 


- It points out the unscientific, erroneous and politically tendentious nature of the 

historical works and theories that try to contest those facts and to establish the 

idea of other peoples' historical primacy here or that of a historical hiatus in cer- 
in periods. 


- It brings out the process of the Romanian people's histcrical development, according- 
ly, and especially in the modern period, pointing cut the part played by a mumber of 
revolutionary changes such as the revolutions in 1821 and 18L8, the unification in 
1859, the independence in 1877 and the unification in 1918 in the advancement of Ro- 
maria's creative potentials and in ite development as a factor for civilization and 


progress in this part of Burope. 


- It indicates the contimity of the revolutionary processes on Romanian soil and the 
dialectical relationship in time between the revolutionary movements of the peasants, 
the revolutionary movement of the proletariat, the antifascist and anti-inperialist 
revolution for social and national emancipation, and socialist construction, drawing 
the final conclusion that there have always been progressive social and political 
forces in Romanian society that have known how to understand the demands of historic- 
al progress, to combat the backward, conservative social forces, to promote the new, 
ard to secure continuous social progress. 


- It points out the historic role of the revolutionary party of the working class, 
its relations with other political forces, and the ways in which it provides for the 
unity of action of the entire people and their organization and management in social- 
ist revolution and construction by asserting itself as a representative of the politi- 
cal, economic, social and national interests of the workers, peasants, intelligentsia 
and all workers regardless of nationality. 


- Tt notes the quite exceptional historical significance of the entry of the working 
Class upon the historical scene and the particular ways in which the Romanian working 
Class organized ite ranks and emerged as a leader of the nonproletarian masses in the 
revolutionary struggle for socialisn. 


- It reveals the role of advanced i feas in historical development and in the revolu- 
tionary struggle, and accordingly t e particular role of the theory of scientific so- 
cialism and the historical and dialectical-materialist conception, which enlighten 
social action as well as the socialist revolution and construction. 


- It treats the relationship between national and world history in the light of the 
historical-materialist conception, bringing out the Romanian people's important con- 
tribution to world civilization and the influence of other peoples. 


- Tt preeents a telling picture of the combination of patriotism with internationalism 
in the struggle of the revolutionary forces in Romania, bringing out patriotism as 
well as solidarity with the revolutionary forces and peoples of other countries as 
traits of the Romanian people's character. 


- Tt presents a detailed picture of the process of socialist construction and the 
Roranian people's extensive accomplishments since the 194 revolution. 











- It sets an example of higii, principled historical research, presenting the politi- 
cal errors and historic oversights of various periods as well as the favorable pro- 
cesses ami historical development and drawing conclusions to enable contemporaries to 
avoid such errors and oversights. 


~ It is an example to be emlated of scientific militance, intolerance of historical 
distortions, amd incisive criticism of the realities of capitalism and imperialisn, 
noting the inner motives and aims leading to abolition of outmoded social relations 
and to man's objective evolution toward a new society and new international relations. 


In making all these points we realize that other conclusions also follow from study 
of the speech. Therefore we consider it necessary to reappraise our activity, teach- 
ing program and historical research according to the speech and to direct ou. histor- 
ical efforts according to the main indicatioms presented in it and other party docu- 
nents. 


In stressing the importance and objectives of history as a social science Nicolae 
Ceausescu said, "History is a revolutionary science by ite nature. Therefore the 
histories must also militate from revolutionary positions and give a firm, scientific 
and dialectical-materialist answer reply to the attempts of some foreign historians 
who are trying (in vain and perhaps some in their ignorance, although I do not want 
to insult them) to prove that there was a vacuum in these regions” (2). Nicolae Ceau- 
sescu also said, "We must realize that there are diff rent views on historical pro- 
blems, confrontations of ideas, and even attempte to distort the historical truth. 
Therefore it is the Romanian historians' task to actively help te clarify those pro- 
blems on a scientific basis, while giving a firm answer to any attempts to falsify 
history and distort reality” (3). 


In this connection Nicolae Ceausescu directed the Romanian historians to approach his- 
torical problems from positions of dialectical materialism and in view of the fact 
that from the earliest times the history of mankind is closely bound up with the liv- 
ing and working conditions and the gradual development of the productive forces. The 
facts indicate that people have formed smaller or larger communities in the <.uce of 
work and that they have learned to work together in the course of working and impro’- 
ing the production means, to cooperate and to consider what is to be done to with- 
stand all disasters and to secure a civilized life. 


Since some isolated historical facts and considerations are sometimes overemphasized 
in the course of writing and teaching history, the RCP Program and Nicolae Ceausescu's 
theoretical works advise workers in the field of history to proceed from the general 
conditions in which a given people formed and developed, and from the relations of co- 
operation among peoples and the close interdependence of their civilizations. In 
teaching history we must also begin with the historical role of the masses, the pea- 
sants, the artisans, and later the working class, bringing out their role in material 
production, in cultural creation and in the struggle to defend the ancestral land. 


Our explanation of the historical precess of the Romanian people's development should 
be based on the same considerations, and it is in this light that we must emphasize 
the antiquity of the material and intellectual culture on Romanian soil: the most im- 
portant aspects of Thraco-Geto-Dacian history, the intensive socioeconomic development 
of the Dacian state in the time of Burebista and Decebal, the extensive contacts and 
mutual influence between the Geto-Dacian civilization and the Greek, Persian and Roman 
civilizations, etc. 
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The study of history demonstrates the basic factors that have determined social evo- 
lution in this ares, which factors have always included uninterrupted contimity of 
life and then of state organization, defense of freedom and intependence, opposition 
to exploitation and oppression, and the constant effort to develop the productive 
forces amd to secure material and cultural progress. 


The decisive role of the masses as true creators of history, the progressive stani 
taken for centuries by the peasantry and by the working class in the modern and pre- 
sent periods, the progressive stand of the patriotic intelligentsia, ani the RC's 
historic role in organizing and managing the revolutionary struggle and in building 
the the new socialist order all emerge strikingly against this background. 


In presenting these processes the historians must also emphasize the historical facts 
that favored contacts and mutual influence among the populations of these regions, 

@ process that was basic to the formation of the Romanian nation, the Balkan peoples 

and other neighboring peoples. We must point out what the neighbor peoples have ac- 

complished in common and the fact that their civilization is the result of close co- 

operation among then. 


Particular importance is to be attached to firm, well-substantiated opposition, on a 
broad basis of scientific information, to any attempts to distort or falsify the his- 
torical processes, the periods or the roles of any outstanding personalities in the 
Romanian people's history, as well as any fact: or phenomena of universal history. 

Tt must be demonstrated that foreign domination and impairment or loss of sovereignty 
and independence seriously affect peoples' socioeconomic development, that eliminatien 
of foreign domination is a historical necessity, and that no attempts by foreign pow- 
ers can stem the course of every people's historical development toward freedom and 
independence. In this connection a firm reply must be made to any attempts to present 
the foreign, imperialist, colonialist and expansionist domination of the great powers 
as progressive manifestations in aid of the oppressed peoples' development. The peo- 
ples' right to self-determination and a free and independent life must be emphasized. 


It must be demonstrated by historical documents that the formation of the nations and 
national states played a historically important part in mankind's general sociocecono- 
mic progress, and that the nation and nat‘onal state are expected to play a highly 
important part from now « : in society and in the struggle for social progress. We 
must cesolutely ex, >se .se imperialist policy of force and dictation and advocate a 
policy of widespread economic and cultural-scientific collaboration and of equality 
amd respect among all peoples. That is the only way history will serve the true aizs 
of science as well as our socialist aspirations and the usvelopmental policy of Rom- 
tia and the Romanian people. 


Tn the light of these principles and policies, the study and teaching of history have 
taken on new qualitative dimensions indicated by the preparation and publication of 
works, including some school and university textbooks, on fundamental aspects and 
events in order to improve instruction in this discipline. 


In evaluating the critical part played by education in the formation of the young ge- 
neration's consciousness, Nicolae Ceausescu said that "The study of history is to be- 
come an essential factor in Romanian schools for patriotic indoctrination of the 
young renerations and for developing the sense of responsibility for the destiny of 
socialist Romania and all youths' firm resolve to dedicate all their energy, 














enthusiasm, working capacity amd even their lives if necessary to the prosperity and 
Gefense of the nation and to the preservation of freedom, sovereignty, territorial in- 
tecrity and the people's revolutionary socialist gains" (4). 


1. The Romanian People's Historical Roots 


The history of the Romanians is the history of a stable people, formed in their anci- 
ent Dacian homeland, who followed their own course of action, expression and sedentary 
material and cultural civilization and conceived original and lasting values long 
since included in the heritace of world culture. In reference to this fact the schol- 
ar Nicolae Iorga said, "They are a people whose ancestors go back ,,000 years. That 
is our pride and that is our power" (5). 


The archeological discoveries throughout Romania prove man's existence on Romanian 
soil hundreds of thousanis of years before our era, amd it ‘s at that point that Rom- 
nian history actually begins. 


The first written notice of the inhabitants of the Carpatho-Danmubian-Hlack Sea area 
dates back about ?,500 years. The Getae or Daci are mentioned, who were one and the 
sare people belonging to the great family of Thracians. 


The Thraco-Geto-Dacian civilization developed in particular forms with uniform traits 
more amd more intensively in Central and Southeast Burope, participating in the ex- 
Change of material and cultural values of antiquity. This is evidenced by ceramics 
of the Cucuteni type, neolithic art, the treasure recently discoved at Hinova and 
other evidence of those periods. "The bravest and most just of the Thracians,” as 
Herodotus called the Geto-Dacians, made great political, economic and cultural pro- 
gress in the first century B.C., when Burebista began to unite Dacia. Around the 70's 
B.C, the centralized and indepent Dacian state exercised sovereignty within relative- 
ly stable borders, to the northwest as far as the Slovakian Mountains and the Middle 
Danube, to the south as far as the Haemus Mountains, and to the southwest down to the 
northwestern shore of the Black Sea. Toward the middle of the first century B.C. the 
Dacian state also included all the towns of the Greek colony from Olbia to Apollonia, 
founded long before in the Dacian regions on the western shore of the Black Sea. In- 
tensive agricultural, artisan, commercial, municipal and cultural activity in the in- 
terior provided the necessary means for exchanges with the outside world. 


The political unification accomplished by Burebista, whom his contemporaries rightly 
Called "the foremost and greatest of the kings in Thrace and master of all regions 
beyond and this side of the Danube” (6), was accompanied by a considerable consolida- 
tion of the power of the Dacian state in the political situation in the second half 
of the first century B.C., when a Roman invasion was becoming more threatening. By 
means of a wise policy Burebista succeeded in developing Dacia further and making it 
one of the major political and military powers of ancient times. 


Burebista stands in the history of Romania and its people as one of their most re- 
knowned and illustrious personalities. He was ahead of his time, and he inscribed 
his name among the great figures of antiquity. 


The period of Burebista prepared the way for the period of Decebal, the hero-king of 
the Dacians, who was to confront one of the greatest powers of ancient times, the 
Roman Empire. Thus the first century A.D. marks the beginning of our ancestors’ 
struggles for independence and in defense of a definite territory. 








A good military leader, Decebal also distinguished himself as a skillful diplomat ani 
Wise politician. Thanks to his relations with the Roman Bepire, the stipends that 

Rome paid him according to the peace treaty concluded with Domitian in 89 A.D., the 

alliances the great king established with the peoples in the regions bordering on De- 
cia, ami the organization of an extensive tone of resistance on the Damube and in the 
Carpathians, the wars the empire was preparing against Dacia were considered the se- 
verest military test of the Romans. Dion Cassius said Trajan "was appalled at the 

thought of the sums of money the Romans had to pay every year” (7). In referring to 
the Dacians' courage in the wars with the Romans in 101-10? and 105-106, Vasile Par- 
van said that "The Dacian people's defense of their land was a hymn of love such as 

the peoples of their threatened country had rarely raised” (8). 


In describing the Geto-Dacians' struggles to defend themselves against Roman expansi- 
on the Soviet historian N. S. Derzhavin pointed out that "The Dacians who occupied the 
territory of Transylvania, Wallachia, Moldavia and Bessarabia as far as the Black Sea 
and the Dniester put up a very stubborn resistance to the Roman conquerers for whole 
decades..." (9). In his turn the Hungarian scholar Andras Huszti wrote in 1791 /sic/ 
about the characteristics of our ancestors: "Dacians were the oldest inhabitants of 
Transylvania, Moldavia and Wallachia, being very brave and unsurpassed in battle... 
the word Geta means a javelin or lance, and so Getae could only mean brave people, 
spearmen and lancers. Some scholars believe the name Dakus means a warrior, that is, 
brave" (10). A large, oval burial mound was recently discoved at Oucuteni, with stone 
walls, an entrance 3,5 meters high on the southwest side, and a maximum diameter of 
10 meters. The funeral rite of cremation and the furnishings of the tomb indicate 
that it belonged to some of the top Geto-Dacian aristocracy. The tomb is dated in the 
4th-3rd centuries B.C, 


After the Roman conquest of a part of Dacia, which, Party Secretary General Nicolae 
Ceausescu concluded, “like any conquest had tragic consequences for the Dacian people, 
economic, social and cultural activity in those regions made new and instensive pro- 
gress because of the close involvement of the two civilizations that had coexisted 
for a long period” (11). 


The fact to be stressed is that Roman rule over a part of Dacia could not bre k up 
the unity of the Dacian people, as some “i storians have maintained and still say. 
Simion Mehedinti was ou. «+ right i: svecang that "A people as numerous as the Dacians, 
Ss} ead over such & “ar ew geograpnic area protected by such a varied relief (both geo- 
graphically and in vegetation), could not be annihilated.* 


Of course there were still constant material, cultural and political ties both within 
the Roman province and between the free Dacians and those in the Roman province, and 
their unity of language, beliefs and customs developed in that way. The sense of uni- 
ty, based on a civilization and a culture created over several millennia of sedentary 
life, was consolidated under the new political-administrative organization. 


The start of the Roman Bupire's political and military decline (to which the Incian 
people contributed with their repeated uprisings and the presence of some of them in 
the empire's administration),due to the intense internal contradictions that were tea- 
ring it and the blows struck by the subjugated peoples who were rising to fight for 
their liberation from its rule and by the migratory populations, compelled the Roman 
administration and legions to leave Dacia beginning in 771 A.D. while the native popu- 
lation remained in its country, on its ancestral soil. 
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Concerning the developmen.al stage of Geto-Dacian society, some works published 
abroad erroneously maintain that the Daco-Getee were in an inferior stage of develop- 
ment and that any civilization they had was a borrowed ome. This theory is used as 
an argument in support of another and equally erroneous theory to the effect that the 
Geto-Dacian people were exterminated by the Roman army. 





Recently some works on Romanian history published abroad have maintained that the Is- 
ci were a different people than the Getee, ami that the Romanized Daci form the Romn- 
ians while the Romanized but heavily Slavicised Getae formed the Moldavians as a sep- 
arate people. Other historians go so far in distorting the historical truth as to 
Claim that the Romanian people were formed south of the Danube, whence they penetrat- 
ed the Carpatho-Deanubian area and then Transylvania. For example, “Chronology of Uni- 
versal History from the Prehistoric Period to 1977" by Csato-Jemnits Ounszt-Markus 
(Didactic Publishing Housr, Budapest 1981) says literally: ‘The ancestors of the Ro- 
mardans are the Thraco-Illy.ien tribes who were Romanized in the period of Roman rule 
of the province of Tllyria ant later merged with the Slavic colonists and thus gave 
rise to the Romanian people (Vlech, Olah in Hungarian) in the 6th-1?th centuries. 

From the 1?th century on they expanded in the Balkan Peninsula between the Danube and 
the Carpathians and later toward Transylvania. These are false theories. Many con- 
vincing historical and archeological arguments bear out the identity of the Getae ani 
Daci. The ancient sources point out that the Daci and the Getae were the same people, 
called Getae in the Greek sources and Daci in the Roren and Dacian ones. Moreover 

the fact became axiomatic that the Romanian people wee formed in the Carpatho-Darmbi- 
an-Black Sea area, in ancient Iacia. 


As to the terms “people” and “population,” sometimes arbitrarily used, the concepts 
must be defined in the historical-materialist sense: "People" is used for stable com- 
munities, organized from the social-political, soci»economic and institutional stand- 
points, and *population” for migratory, hence unstehle or less stable communities. In 
this case we should use the term *people® for Geto-Daci and *population” for nigrante. 
Our Geto-Tacian ancestors can already be considered a people in the time of the Geto- 
Daci because they were sedentary within a definite area and had their own politica) 
organization, a uniform language, and a developed economic and cultural activity. 


When we speak of proving the existence of the people as a form of historical comunity 
on Romardan soil we are actually making the point that the Dacian people appeared as 
such before Roran rule. This form of commmnity has an uninterrupted contimity, hav- 
ing survived the difficult conditions of Roman rule and many subsequent confrontations 
with the migrant populations. The Romanians are the contimers of the Daco-Getic peo- 
ple, who underwent an evolution to be sure through the involvement of their civiliza- 
tion with the Roman civilization and also encountered cther outside influences. As 

it says in the RCP Program, this involvement of the two civilizations brought about 

a new socioeconomic development of these regions that “affected the whole subsequent 
historical evolution of society in this geographic area” (12). 


2. Roman dithdrawal South of the Danube end Romanian Continuity 


The contiraity of the Romanian people was maintained and developed without interrup- 
tion in the Jrd-9th centuries, corresponding to the period of withdrawal of Roman au- 
thority and the passage of the main migrant populations over Romanian territory, and 
it led to the formation of the feudal Romanian states throughout the area of ancient 
Dacia. This reveals the absurdity of some foreign historians’ theories to the effect 
that Aurelian's withdrawal left a vacuum in Dacia that was filled by such migrant 








populations as Slavs, Pulgers, Mungsrians etc. while the Romanians did not return to 
ancient Dacia until the 1?th-13th centuries. In reference to these pseudoscienti fic 
theories, our party secretary general said at the Congress on Education and Instruc- 
tion that "The vacuum was not in those regions but possibly in the consciousness of 
some historians, who keep trying as they have in the past to prefudice and divide work- 
ers of different nationalities in teir nations’ and peoples’ foreign interests and 

on behalf of the imperialist policy of domination.” 


Some foreign historians came to the correct conclusions through careful and objective 
study of Romanier history. The American historian John Matley said on this subject 
that "The abandonment of Dacia and ite subgequent population by a massive migration 
from south of the Damube are fantastic theories unconfirmed by historical sources ani 
umacceptable even as hypotheses.” The American author believes that had it not been 
for the expansionist claime "with a semblance of historical justification, it is un- 
likely that such a theory would ever have been invented.” And the Hungarian histori- 
an Andras Ruszti said, “The descendants of the Getae live and dwell today where their 
ancestors dwelt, and they speak the language their ancestors spoke long ago” (13). 


Some distinctive features born of the historical cecessities imposed by the migrant 
populations figure in the Romanian people's development, such as the evolution of the 
process primarily in rural areas, since the village was for a long time the source of 
our strength and our power to survive. As contrasted with the other Romanic peoples, 
who were formed within barbarian kingdoms, the Romanian people had particular forms 
of orgarization such as village communities, unions of communities, people's romardi 
/ 7], voievodates, principalities and duchies. 


The micrant populations caused rreat destruction and devastation in their passace 
across the Romanian regions beginning in the 3rd century A.D. In reference to this 
“Nicolae Ceausescu pointed out that the migrant populations “were usually the bearers 
of a less developed civilization, so that development of the productive forces was 
impeded for a certain period” (14). The migrant populations could not change the Ro- 
rmanian people's community of life, language and culture nor stop their historic uni- 
fied progress toward higher forms of political and socioeconomic organization. It 
should be noted that the migratory populations that became sedei.iary under the cul tur- 
al influence of the peoples with whom th: came in contact adjusted to the latter's 
level of civilization and enbraced Christianity, like the Bulgarians and Hungarians. 


Note also that the Romanian people maintained constant contact with the Byzantine ci- 
vilisation after the Roman withdrawal. 


The historical sources demonstrate the uninterrupted continuity of the Romanian peo- 
ple's material and cultural existence in thir native land throughout this long peri- 
od of great social-political upheavals. 


"irst-hand accounts from various sources, some even written in different languages 

and having no connection with each other, ment wily the Daco-Romanians' pre- 
sence throughout the whole Carpatho-Danubian-b. area but also their feudal 
state organization. The great buria’ ground and mi... rural and urben settlement in 
the northwestern part of Alba Tulia city recently discovered by archeologists provide 
information of great scientific importance about the Lth-1?th centuries, indicating 
tne existence of a large Romanian population in large settlements that was economi cal- 
ly and culturally developed and politically organized in volevodates. The fortified 
center at Oresti (Mures County) with moate and earthworks proves the existence of « 





powerful Romanian state unit in that part of Dacia, like the one at Udesti (Sucesva 
County) and the citadel of wood and earth at Pundul Mortii (Botosani County). 


An unpublished mention of Romanians in the 9th century A.D. occurs in “Oguznam,* 
the oldest Turkish chronicle, from the 9th century A.D. It mentions the existence of 
a “Country of the Romanians" in the 9th century or more specifically about 639 
Moise Oboneanti's "Armenian Geography" written between 855 and 90? mentions « 
try called Balak” north of the Bulgars, namely Wallachia or Valahia. 


-« And 
* coun 


King Bela's anonymous scribe, in his chromicle "“Gesta Hungarorum," mentions the exi 
tence of three Romanian duchies ‘volevodates) at the emi of the 9th century, the fi 
in Crisana with its center in Bihor (Biharia) city under Menumorut's rule, the second 
in the Banat ruled by Glad and with one center in Cetatesa Ouvin ("Castrum Keve") and 
another in Cetatea Orsowa ("Castrum Orsicia”), and the third duchy or volevodate in 
Transylvania proper. The Romanian Gelu ("Gelou quidam Blacus”) ruled there with his 
residence in Dabica city. 


The chronicle “Gesta Munearorun” mentions that Menumorut, stcting his resolve to de- 
fend his independence and to preserve the integrity of his volevodate, replied with 
Gignity to the emissaries of the Hungarian king, "Tell Arpad, Duke of Hungary ani 
your master, that we owe him, as a friend to a friend, all that he needs since he is 
a foreigner and lacks much. But the land that he har asked of our good will we sha)! 
never give him... out of neither love nor fear... Ari do not trouble us with words 
like those he sent, that he is decended from the peop e of King Attila, who wae called 
‘the scourge of God.' Even if the latter seized this land from my ancestor by force, 
now.. no ome can tear it from my hands* (15). 


On ancth\er level the statement in some Hungarian works is also false that the route 
of the Magyar tribes coming from Atelous passed through the Eastern Carpathians into 
Translyvania in 695, where they encountered a sparse population and that too of Slavic 
origin. The Hungarian journal HISTORIA (No 2, 1961), in Gyula Laszlo's article "Were 
Did the Avars Disappear to?," recently promoted the “theory of the double settlement” 
to the effect that Mungarian-speakers were living in the Carpathian region be"ore the 
occupation in Arpad's time who merged with the newcomers, pointing out that regardless 
of who the inhabitants of Pannonia were (Slavs, in general), the conquering Magyar so- 
ciety "was much more developed ani had ite own agrarian culture with a pronounced so- 
Cial stratification. Only this advanced society could take over the “Roman heritage.” 
No Pannonian-Slavic state existed, and on the ruins of the Avar state battles were 
fought between the eastern Franks, the Danubian Bulgar state (Tisa-Transylvania) and 
the principality of Oravia. Between those territories there was a “no man's land.” 
"The Funparian language was spoken” in the Carpathian region in the §th century. 


In conclusion the suthor maintains that the Avar population coexisted with the Maryar 
one and contributed to the ethnogenesis of the Hungarian people. 


The unscientific character of this now revived theor” is obvious. The seurces bear 
Witness that the Magyar tribes’ route to Pannonia crossed the Wooded Carpathians, and 
when they began to expand toward Transylvania the above-mentioned Romanian poli ti cal 
unite were coming there from the west and put up a stiff resistance to the Magyar in- 
vasion. The recent archeological studies pinpoint the citedels of Biharia, Satu Mare, 
Zalau, Cuvin, Oreova and Pescari. Two volevodal citadels, centers of Gelu's volevo- 
date, have been discovered at Dobica and Cluj-Manastur, confirming in this case too 


the said chronicler's statement that Volewod Gelu's residence was near the Somer Tirer. 
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ami because of their strong ties with the Romanians north of 
foundations in the beginning of the second millennicsz for the Romnian-Bul cari 
pire under the Asanesti dynasty. 


In that millennium a munmber of documents mention the existence of Romnian states 
south of the Darmbe named Viahia, Viahia Mare, Viahia Mica, Vishia de Sus etc. ani 
headed by distinguished princes. 


Concerning the social-political situation in the Carpatho-Danubian-Black Sea area in 
this period, some Pulrarian historical works state that "The sovereignty of the first 
Bulgarian czar extended over the whole territory of Romania today.” Wo certain evi- 
dence, written or archeological, attests any such sovereignty or even a hegemony. 

The ethnic composition and strength of the Romanian-Bulgarian czardom are illustrated 
by Pope Imnmocent III's correspondence and the coronation of Ionita as “king of the 
Pulgarians and Viahs” by the papal envoy in 1204. Theories have also been circulated 
about the second Romanian-Bulgarian czardom that err particularly in not recognizing 
the Romanian presence in that state. The Asanesti are regarded as Pulgarians and not 
Romanians amd the state is regarded as strictly Bulgarian in character, whereas actu- 
ally it was “the beginning of close cooperation between the Romanian and Bulgarian 
populations settled on the right bank of the Danube under the Bulgarian-Vilech kingice 
of the Asanesti, headed sometimes by Romarians and sometimes by Bulgarians, whi ch 
contributed to both peoples’ development.” 


The objective historical process of building the centralised Romanian feudal state 
through development and unification of » Welevodates throughout the whole RomaiJan 
terr' tory was encumbere’ .ota by the internal centrifugal trends due to the process 

f ‘eudal fragmentation characteristic of al] Burope at the time and by the constant 
external danger. Accordingly the troops of the Hungarian kings began to infiltrate 
Transylvaria in the 10th century, after they became sedentary on the Pannonian Plain 
ami despite a strong resistance on the part of the Romanians led by their voievods. 
Ther succeeded in mastering part of northwestern Romania (Transylvania) only toward 
the ent of the 13th century and the becinning of the 14th. Under those circumstanc- 
ee the administrative organization of Transylvania necessarily had a structure di ffer- 
ent from that of the rest of the feudal Bungarian state, ani the native form of the 
volevodate, also common to the other Romanian lands, was retained for it. The Munga- 
rian humanist Istvan Losonczy wrote on this subsect that “Transylvania, upon which 
tungary bordered on the east, was sometimes called Middle Dacia.” In reference to 
the Hungarians’ arrival in this area, he said that "The kings of Hungary ruled it 
through the volevods of Transylvaria.*® On the same subject, Nicolae Iorga wrote that 
“f all the provinces ruled by the Hungarian crown, Transylvania was the only one 
that kept a volevod as ite chief under the Mungariane® (16). 











And so Hungary and Transylvania were different entities under the crew of Saint Ste- 
phen, each with its own physical and human structure, its own political organization 
and its own economic otientation. The Transylvanians ignored the geographic configu- 
ration of Hungary but kept up with the realities of Wallachia. One Hungarian author 
said, "The Szeklers think Hungary is just as mountainous as Ciucul and they know Se- 
ghedinul only by hearsay, but even the children who play in the dust of the roads 
know Bucharest, Braila and Sinaia...” (Hegedus Lorant. "4 szekelyek kivandorlasa Ro- 
mardaban,”" Budapesta, 1902), and the historian Alexandru Szilagyi categorically states 
in his treatise that "Transylvania and Hungary were never merged and they always form 
ed two different countries” (Alex. Szilagyi, "Erdelyorszag tortenete, Pudapesta, I, 
1859, p 56). The same Fungarian historian, in seeking the reasons why Transylvania 
was not "welded" with Hungary, said that "The needle of the Transylvanian compass 
seemed fixed upon the East because most of the population belonged to the eastern 
church, while in Hungary it pointed to the West ever since the time of its first 
king” (Alex. Szilagyi, "Erdelyorszag tortenete,"Budapest, I, p 58). 


With a presumptive mumber of 200,000 men, the Hungarian kings could not cope with the 
vast apostolic obligations they had assumed. They could not effectively rule or even 
asSimilate the provinces they had invaded, so that they had to resort to colonizing 
them with Szeklers and Saxons and they had to bring in the religious orders of knights 
for the success of Catholic propaganda and the defense of the Carpathians. The Szek- 
lers first settled in the western parts of Transylvania, in Crisana, and later, in 
the beginning of the 12th century, in southwestern Transylvania, where they remain 
today. The origin of the Szeklers is still disputed, whether they were descendants 
of the Avars, descendants of some Turkish populations or of some tribes who fled the 
Chazar Empire in the 9th century, or related to the Magyars. They maintained their 
way of life and institutions and their own organization th: .ighout the Middle Ages 
and often fought for freedom alongside the Romanians against Magyar aggression and 
later against Ottoman and Tatar aggression. Stefan the Great, voilevod of Moldavia, 
fought the Turks at Vaslui in 1475 with 5,000 Szeklers in his army. Pentru /sic7 
Rares, also a voievod of Moldavia, was aided by the Sseklers in his campaign in 
Transylvania in 1541. In 1599-1600 the Szeklers fought under the banner of Mihai Vi- 
teazul, voievod of Wallachia, against the cardinal-prince Andrei Bathory, who had de- 
prived them of their privileges. 


The groups of Germans who came from the territories west of the Rhine (some of them 
from Westphalia, Hesse, Thuringia and Bavaria as well) are known as Saxons. This po- 
pulation developed a culture of its own and, thanks to the privileges granted it by 
the kings of Hungary, conducted an important socioeconomic activity and contributed 
to the general progress of the region along with the Romanian people, the Hungarians 
and the Swabians. 


The long existence of the Romanian lands as separate feudal states did not affect the 
Romanian people's ethic unity, reflected in their common language and culture and the 
similarities in economic, social and cultural structure throughout the whole area in- 
habited by Romanians. They always maintained their close political, economic and 
cultural ties and their largely identical or similar internal organization (princes, 
high officials, justice, armies and other feudal institutions). The people also main- 
tained the Dacian ethnic identity for all inhabitants, even though they bore several 
names taken from geographic areas, designations of waters, mountains, etc. The names 
Wallachians, Moldavians, Transylvanians, Banatans, Bucovinans, Dobrogeans,or some 
more particularized ones like Moti (in the Apuseni Mountains), Vrinceni (in Vrancea), 
Rirseni (in Tara Birsei) etc., a1] mean the same people, the Romanian people. 




















While the process of organization and consolidation of the Romanian feudal states was 
going on, the Ottoman Empire was conquering the peoples and states of the Balkan Pen- 
insula and changing them into pashaliks, reaching the Danube line by the end of the 
lth century. Meanwhile other powerful states or empires were created or developed 
near the Romanian lands, such as the Polish Kingdom and the Habsburg and Czarist em- 
pires, which seriously threatened the Romanian people's independence and unity. 


Under these circumstances the Romanian lands had to form a common front (political, 

military, diplomatic and economic) against the aggressions and expansionist actions 

of the great powers, who were disputing their interests at the expense of the Roman- 
ian and other neighboring peoples. 


And so the struggle for unity, freedom and independence has been the main character- 
istic of the Romanian people's entire history, determining their very way life, their 
concepts, and their ideals (17). 


3. Status and Cttoman Relations of the Romanian Lands 


Several terms have been used to describe this status, such as Turkish rule, Turkish 
domination, the Turkish regime etc. Today we know for certain that there was ~o Turk- 
ish rule in the Romanian lands as it was exe~cised over some Balkan peoples. The Ro- 
manian lands were not an integral part of the Ottoman Expire. They had special rela- 
tions of suzerainty with the Porte that were characteristic of the feudal period, and 
they kept their own institutions, such as princes, national councils or divans, legal 
and administrative institutions, armies, the right to conclude agreements and trea- 
ties with other countries, etc. They were obliged to pay tribute to the Porte, and 
on that basis the Porte interfered in the principalities’ affairs by enthroning and 
unseating princes. 


Tradition confirmed by the historical facte attributes the conclusion of the first 
Capitulations (treaties) with the sultan to Mircea the Old for Wallachia and to Bogdan 
ITI, Stefan the Great's successor, for Moldavia. The chronicler Miron Costin and la- 
ter Ion Neculce described Moldavia's deputation to Istanbul in 1511 and the establish- 
ment of relatiors of suzerainty between Moldavia and the Ottoman Empire. The first 
article of the treaty with Moldavia stipulated that "The Porte recognizes Moldavia as 
a free and unconquered country." Other articles stated that "Moldavia will 

be managed and governed according to its own laws without interference from the 

Porte” and that its rrinces would be elected for life by the people "and confirmed by 
the Sublime Porte." This confirmation, along with the annual tribute, were the main 
prerogatives of Turkish suzerainty. 


The sultan assumed highly important obligations to defend Moldavia arainst any aggres- 
sion "so that not the slightest wrong shall be done to it and without allowing the 
slightest impairment of ite territory," and to the effect that "The Turks cannot hold 
nor purchase lands in Moldavia... nor build any mosques there® (18). 


The provisions of the Capitulations concerning both Moldavia and Wallachia were re- 
flected in the historical facts of Romanian-Ottoman relations in the lith-19th centu- 
ries, and they were also to be recognized by other Buropean powers in the great inter- 
rational treaties of the 19th century (Paris, 1956 etc.). 


The Porte recognized Transylvania as an autonomous volevodate after 1541, when Hungary 
became a Turkish pashalik as a result of the defeat at Mohacs. 








The Romanian lands' development was characterized by permanent economic ties between 
them that crossed the artifical and temporary political borders and were a powerful 
factor for the Romanian people's unity. The economies of Wallachia, Transylvania and 
Moldavia supplemented each other in an inseparable unity. 


Although Transylvania was forced into political dependence upon the Hungarian feudal 
kingdom for several centuries up to 1526, its economy took a different turn from that 
of the Hungarian kingdom proper, gravitating toward the other two Romanian principal- 
ities to the east and southeast, Moldavia and Wallachia. This natural orientation of 
its economic ties has been recognized by many Romanian and foreign historians, econo- 
mists and geographers, including Hungarian ones. One of them, Jeno Kalnoky, acknow- 
ledged in an intensive study in 1915 based on specific facts and data that Transylva- 
nia “would not rally here (i.e., to Budapest -- our note). It remained apart as a 
distinct physical-geographic unit, and that situation was always apparent throughout 
history. Whether it was Dacia or the Principality of Transylvania it always had a 
history of its own...” 


The collapse of the Hungarian feudal kingdom after 1526 caused many major and minor 
Hungarian feudal nobles to flee from their Hungarian lands that were converted to pa- 
shaliks and take refuge in the independent voievodate of Transylvania, swelling the 
ranks of the exploiters. Meanwhile various voievods of Transylvania of Hungarian ori- 
gin sought unity with Moldavia and Wallachia in order to help Hungary free itself 

of the Turkish occupation. This was true of Gabor Bethlen, Racozi and others. 


The existence of the same legal status vis-a-vis the Porte for Wallachia, Transylvania 
and Moldavia strengthened the ties between the Roman‘ans on both sides of the Carpath- 
ians and encouraged the development of collaboration on many levels among the three 
Romanian states. The unification in 1600 was an inevitable necessity due to the ob- 
Sective historical development of the Romanian lands and the struggle of the broad 
masses and the entire people. The political situation accordingly called for the ap- 
pearance of a personality of Mihai Viteazul's stature who could fulfill an ideal for 
which they and other illustrious forebears had militated in their time. 


AS a symbol of their historic right to a free and independent life in their ancestral 
homeland, the Romanian people succeeded in accomplishing the most brilliant deed of 
their medieval period by achieving, under Mihai Voda Viteazul's reign nearly 4 centur- 
ies ago, the first political unification of the Romanian lands within the borders that 
included most of the territory of ancient Dacia. 


The need to create a significant military force drove the Romanian prince to accon- 
plish the unification of the Romanian lands of the same people, and he thereby exalted 
the idea of uniting the Romanian lands which had been promoted before him by Mircea 
the old, Iancu of Hunedoara, Stefan the Great, Ioan Voda the Bold and other brave 
princes and voievods. Mihai Voda carried on Petru Rares' idea and formed the “Dacian 
plan,” which the despot prince or the Batory princes of Transylvania had tried to im 
plement and which had taken shape in Sigismund Batory's attempt to make Transylvania 
the centerpiece in the “restoration” of ancient Dacia. For example, the Polish chron- 
icler Stanislav Sarmicki stated that the despot prince was trying to unite Transylvan- 
ia, Wallachia and Moldavia, which "the native places of the Dacians.” 


In Mihai Viteazul's time there were veritable explosions in Transylvania of popular 
feelings of Romanian solidarity, based on the idea of unity. As the chronicler Sza- 
moskozy said, "The Romanians who lived in villages throughout Transylvania joined the 











men of the same origin from across the Carpathians and rebelled everywhere (against 
the exploiting nobility), full of the confidence inspired in them by a prince of their 
people." The same thing is attested by the Saxon chronicler G. Kraus: "The Romanians 
rebelled then because... Mihai was one of their people, that is a Romanian.*® 


Mihai met with almost no resistance at all in Moldavia, the third Romanian land, 
which had the same aspirations to liberation as Wallachia and Transylvania. The 
chronicle said, "The wole army came with the people and surrendered to hin.” 


Mihai Viteazul's unification accordingly was based on a Romanian solidarity voorn of 
the Romanians' consciousness of belonging to the same people, that is the conscious- 
ness of their unity. 


Although the unification of the Romanian lands under Mihai Viteazul's rule was of 
short duration, it remained a living presence in the thoughts and feelings of both 
the contemporaries and their descendants. Nicolae Ceausescu pointed out, "... the 
idea of uniting the Romanian lands and the ideals of forming a strong state in the 
regions of Dacia could never be killed because they are deeply rooted in the very 
blood and in the minds and consciousness of the entire Romanian people" (19). 


Mihai's feat at the height of Ottoman power showed the oppressed Balkan peoples that 
state liberation and unity were quite possible. That also explains why the great Ro- 
manian prince figures in the oral and written literature of the peoples south of the 
Danube who were subjugated by the Ottomans, who saw their liberator in Mihai. It 
Says in many contemporary accounts that "The Serbs, Bulgarians and Dalmatians awaited 
the voievod of Wallachia across the Danube in order to surrender to him." "The Chris- 
tians in Bulgaria and beyond the Danube awaited him with great entreaties and urged 
him daily to come and liberate them." The chronicler Stavrinos expressed the same 
thoughts when he wrote, "The Serbs and Bulgarians sided with Mihai and waited amc ous- 
ly to see him come to them and to surrender to him. The most progressive personali- 
ties of Romanian culture in the whole medieval period and in the modern period after 
it and writings published on both sides of the Carpathians and on both sides of Mil- 
cov referred with veneration to Mihai Viteazul's personality and period and to the un- 
ification inflaming all Romanians' age-old aspiration to unity within their natural 
borders. The historian Grigore Tocilescu was quite right in pointing out that "Mihai 
has remained forever the national hero of all Romanians and the symbol of unification 
of the brothers separated by their cruel fate and invading neighbors." In his turn 
Nicolae Iorga wrote, "To forget Mihai Viteazul would be to forget ourselves and to 
abandon our mission now and forever." 


The historical facts show that from the second half of the 17th and the beginning of 
the 18th century on, when the power of the Ottoman Bmupire was declining and that of 
the Habsburg and Czarist empires was growing, the Romanian lands were on the border- 
line of the interests of the three great empires. Under these circumstances the Porte, 
in the effort to cope with the constant pressures from the other imperial courts, of- 
ten tried to resolve its military and political difficulties at the expense of the 
Romanian lands. To protect themselves from the consequences of this situation, the 
Romanian lands concluded a mumber of treaties on terms of equality guaranteeing peace 
and their free development even if for short periods, such as the treaties with Rus- 
Sia, who assumed the role of protector of the Orthodox peoples against Ottoman oppres- 
sion while keeping a close eye on a mumber of territories under Ottoman domination. 
The first political treaty, already well known, was concluded between Moldavia and 
Russia on 7 May 1656, in the reigns of Gheorghe Stefan and Czar Alexey Mihaylovich. 
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In the first article of this treaty Russia promised to respect the customs of Molda- 
via as they were before, that is with no interference in policy or administration: 


"I. Our customs and those of our people shall not be impaired, but we and our entire 
people shall live and conduct ourselves in the way and in the same manner as we have 
lived and as the other princes of our land conducted themselves in this world, who 
were not subject to nor umer the rule of the Turkish Bpire.” 


Moreover the treaty concluded by Dimitrie Centemir, prince of Moldavia, with Peter 
the Great, czar of Russia, on 13 April 1711 stipulates in Article 6 that "All state 
power will be in the hands of the prince® (20). And in Article 1] the czar of Russia 
recognized that "The boundaries of the Principality of Moldavia according to its an- 
cient rights are those described by the Dniester, Camenet and Bender (Tighina), by 
the whole territory of Bugeac, the Damube, Wallachia and the Grand Duchy of Transyl- 
vania, and by the territory of Poland according to the demarcation made" (21). 


The Romanian people's struggle for unity and independence was to develop further both 
in united Romania in 1859 and in the territories subjugated by foreign powers, in 
spite of the interference of the great powers. 


An extremely serious situation developed in Transylvania after the Austro-Hungarian 
dualist pact was concluded in 1867, obliterating any trace of that province's centu- 
ries-old independence and,with the most disastrous consequences for the Romanian po- 
pulation there, forcibly incorporating it in the Hungarian state. 


The reforms adopted during Al. C. Cuza's reign were true acts of opposition to the 
seven powers' pretense of "guaranteeing" the Romanian people's development, resulting 
in their repeated attempte to anmml the unification by direct intervention under the 
pretext of some complaints of some circles of landowners. 


4. Development of the Modern National Consciousness 


When in the course of the collapse of the feudal system and the appearance and devel- 
opment of capitalist relations beginning in the second half of the 18th century the 
dynamic impetus of capitalist economic progress was added to the factors of material 
and spiritual unity, unity of language and culture, ethnic unity and that of conscious- 
ness of common origin, aspirations and ideals, the need to expand and secure a uniform 
market and consciousness of a common origin developed into the national consciousness 
and the aspiration to unity became a political goal, the goal of uniting all Romanian 
forces ina single national state. 


An important part in developing the national consciousness as a historical phenomenon 
was played by the contingent of famous chroniclers as well as the noted representa- 
tives of Romanian culture who helped to develop the consciousness of the Romanian 
people's unity and their common origin by emphasizing their centuries-long struggles 
against invaders and the high points of their history (Gr. Ureche, M. Costin et al.). 


Thanks to the national unification in 1600, the characteristics of consciousness of 
origin and language were developed more and more extensively in the 17th-18th centur- 
ies. Tn that period the feeling for national history predominated in Romanian opini- 
on. The Romanian political program is conveyed in the document of profound analysis 
and synthesis of the interests of the Romanian nation as a whole known as the Supplex 
Libellus Valachorum (1791). Although it was written and adapted to the facts in 











Transylvania, where the Romanians (men of the soil) were not recognized as a nation 
with equal rights alongside Hungarians, Saxons and Sseklers (national minorities), 
this program-document opened up a new stage of the Romanian national movement. The 
idea of a Romarian nation with inalienable rights to its ancestral land and the right 
to organize its life in freedom and without restriction is clearly expressed and came 
to support the political and social actions in the next stage. In 180) the new Rom- 
mian Supplex Libellus clearly stated that the Romanians were “freeholders in Dacia 
(Dachia), consisting of Transylvania, Wallachia, Moldo-Vlahia and the Banat® and then 
added, "This people were divided in government, each country with its voievod, just 
as Wallachia and Moldavia are governed today.* 


Accordingly the movement for national liberation and unity acquired new dimensions in 
the Transylvanian School and the cultural and political movements and associations in 
Wallachia and Moldavia. The words "Dacia" and "Daco-Romania” became a manifesto in 
the literary and historical publications of the period. 


Among these people and in this intellectual climate the men appeared who were to ad- 
vance the cultural movement of national resurgence even further, as an ideological re- 
action to the socioeconomic changes during the crisis of feudalism and the development 
of capitalism, namely Sarmil Micu (nephew of his precursor, Ioan Inochentie Clain), 
Petru Maior and Gheorghe Sincai. Their historical, philological and didactic works 
carried on the efforts of our great Moldavian and Wallachian scholars. The Romanian 
people's common historical origin and continuous existence in their native land, and 
ideas that guided the preceding chroniclers half a century before were substantiated 
with scientific arguments by the leaders of the Transylvanian School. Like Dimitrie 
Cantemir, the pioneer, these representatives of the illuminist theory knew how to make 
their writing a theoretical foundation and a weapon of a centuries-long creed, a task 
that should be better presented by historians, 


Created and fostered by the consciousness of origin, the culture raised that conscious- 
ness to a new level, preparing the Romanian people for the effort whereby they would 
see the culmination of their struggle in national unity and independence in the new 
historical stage that was announced. 


S. Unity and Independence in the Modern Period 


The 1821 revolution, led by Tudor Vladimirescu and caused by the highly complex and 
tense domestic and foreign conditions affecting the Romanian lands, rarked a turning 
point in the struggle for national freedom, social justice, abolition of foreign do- 
mination and assertion of the Romanian people's legitimate rights that characterized 
the beginnings of the modern period of Romanian history. 


In its extent and intensity and by virtue of the national and social program it upheld, 
the 1821 revolution was the Romanians' greatest uprising to win their nation's legiti- 
mate rights since Mihai Viteazul's successful attempt in 1600. In Mihail Kogalnice- 
armu's view, Tudor Viadimirescu raised the "national banner in Wallachia, notifying the 
Romanians that the time had come for the nation to shake off the foreigners' rule, to 
do away with the abuses that were rending it, and to acquire a national goverment.” 


The revolutionary events of 1521 included, in one way or another, all the territories 
inhabited by Romanians regardless of their political or legal status. While Tudor 
Viadimirescu was restoring native rule in Wallachia after more than a century of gross 
violations by the Ottoman Porte of the provisions of the treaties with the Romanian 





lands, there were fierce national and social uprisings in Moldavia that ied to the 
forced removal of some representatives of the administration izposed by the Ottomans, 
which was an important step toward restoring native rule in that Romanian land too. 
And in the program document of 5 April 1821 Tudor formulated the idea of the Romani- 
ans' solidarity and common struggle for the common national goal: "Being of one mind 
and one voice with Moldavia, we can win the righte of both principalities by helping 
each other.” And the revolutionary events south of the Carpathians were accompanied 
in Transylvania too by the uprisings and unrest of the Romanians awaiting the arrival 
of Tudor ("Prince Todor”). As it says in a contemporary document, "All the circum 
stances indicate that the Romanian peasants here sympathize with the events in Walla- 
chia, and if there were an invasion from that cuarter they would undoubted be inclined 
to join it." These uprisings took place against the background of the aggravated for- 
ced denationaligation of the Transylvanian Romanians, who were refused the status of 
a mation ecual in rights to the three privileged nationalities in Transylvania. In 
opposition to the Hungarian chauvinist attempts to introduce Hungarian instead of La- 
tin in the administration of the province, the Transylvanian humanist of German ori- 
gin Stephan Ludwig Roth acknowledged in 18442 that the Romanians were the majority po- 
pulation in Transylvania and advocated Romanian as the official language: "I see no 
need of imposing an official language on the country because we already have a nation- 
al language. It is neither German nor Hungarian but the Romanian language® (22). 


In the period between the revolutions of 1871 and 1848 national liberation of the Ro- 
marians umder foreign rule, their unification in a single national state, and full in- 
dependence of any kind of foreign interference or domination (bourgeois-democratic re- 
forms) were the main common problems of the whole Romanian people's struggle, and they 
were asserted and maintained with particular force in the 18L8 revolution. Nicolae 
Balcescu expressed these aims most clearly when he wrote, “We wish to be one nation, 
one strong and free nation by our right and our duty to the other nations, because we 
wish our happinese and have a mission to fulfill for mankind... National unity was 
the cherished dream of our brave voievods and ail our brave men, who embodied the in- 
dividuality and intent of the people to manifest it to the world. For that they liv- 
ed, worked, suffered and died” (23). 


The Romanian revolution of 188 was a uniform one and marked an important point in Ro- 
mania's transition to capitalist development. It expressed the resolve of the Moldav- 
fans, Wallachians and Transylvanians to create national unity within the borders of 
one and the same state and to progress steadily on the path of social progress. 


In pointing out the uniform character of the revolution Nicolae Ceausescu said, "Born 
of the same conditions, occurring in the same period and proclaiming common goals, 
the revolutionary events of 1818 were uniform in all the Romanian lands. They were 
focused everywhere upon abolition of feudal servitude, liberation of the serfs, intro- 
duction of the bourgeois democratic freedoms, abolition of foreign domination and 
achievement of national unity and independence, which were democratic aims that con- 
cerned the broadest social strate and corresponded to the aspirations to independent 
development of the Romanian nation® (71). 


The revolution of the Transylvanian Romanians was an integral part of the Romanian re- 
volution in 1848, and it emphasized political emancipation of the Romanians and unifi- 
cation with Romania. 


Some Mungarian historical works still support the theory of the alleged *counterrevo- 
lutionary” character of the Transylvanian Romanians' struggle on the basis of 











"collaboration" with the Habsburgs, a theory that revived nationalist ideas conveyed 
by the Hungarian leaders back in 1848. As we know Lajos Kossuth, the leader of the 
Hungarian revolution in 1646, did not understand the necessity of granting national 
freedom to the peoples oppressed by the Hungarian crown. He siad, "The territorial 
integrity and political unity of the country (feudal Hungary -- our note) are the 
framework within which the nationalities problem mst be solved... I regard dismen- 
berment of the country according to languages and destruction of its political unity 
according to the languages as crimes against the nation.” This explains the refusal 
of the main leaders of the Hungarian revolution to recognize the righte of the Romn- 
ian people as a political netion, as well as the decisions to maintain backward feu- 
dal conditions in Transylvania and to send troops to massacre the Romanian population. 
All this culminated in the decision of the reactionary Cluj Diet, composed of repre- 
sentatives of the privileged nationalities, to annex Transylvania to Hungary despite 
the Romanians' emphatic protests. 


But we must say that representatives of some progressive factions within the Bungari- 
an nation opposed such a chauvinist policy. In the words of 15 MARCH, the Hungarian 
newspaper published in Pest, "In Transylvania two powers have to decide the fate of 
the union (of Transylvania with Hungary -- our note), namely the Diet and the Romani- 
an people. The Diet represents only a few hundred people, while the Romanian people 
mean all Transylvania. The union of Transylvania with Hungary without the Romanians’ 
consent is something we do not in the least support.® 


Expressing their veto oi the decision of the Hungarian aristocracy in the Clus Diet 

to annex Transylvania to Hungary without the consent of the Romanians, who were in the 
mafority in the province, the peasants who came to Blaj on 18/30 April 18L8 declared, 
"We do not sell our country ard we wish to know nothing of the unification that the 
lords (the Hungarian nobles) want to make without telling the Romanians. We wish 
above all to be free in our country, and as serfs we cannot make agreements with for- 
eign countries. After we are free, as a free nation, we shall see with what country 
we unite and have to deal.” 


Some foreign historians also overlook the efforts of some leaders of the Romanian re- 
Volution to unite the Romanians and Rungarians in the struggle against the absolutist 
empires that threatened both peoples alike. Avram Iancu said to Simonffy, "Nature 
has placed us in one and the same region so that by cultivating it together we my 
toil together and taste the sweetness of its fruits together. Be fully convinced that 
the weapons can never distinguish between you and us. The same ideas were expressed 
by the Hungarian revolutionary fighter Josef Simonffy, who said, "The Romanians and 
Hungarians have an absolute need of the closest brotherhood. That is the only way 
they will preserve their existence. Therefore who sows hatred and causes bloodshed 
between these two nations is a traitor to his own nation. And the Saxon publication 
SATELITT /sic7 said, "Let the dividing walls no longer isolate the Saxon, Hungarian 
and Romanian. Those three, in a close friendly alliance, will victoriously resist any 
dark enemy and will develop together." 


“rom its beginnings the Romanian revolution of 1848 encountered the fierce opposition 
of the great neighboring absolutiste empires, Habsburg, czarist and Ottoman, which co- 
operated in crushing it. In explaining the causes of the defeat of the Romanian re- 
volution in 1848 Nicolae Ceausescu said, "Ome of the main reasons for the defeat of 
the revolution was the brutal intervention of foreign reactionary forces, the creat 
neighboring empires profoundly hostile to the Romanian people's emancipation effort, 
to their national and social liberation, and to their unification in a single state. 





The 1845 revolution in the Romanian lands seemed a threat to the existence 
reactionary empires” (25). The chanceries of the great neighboring powers tried to 
present the revolution as a phenomenon foreign to the Romarmian people's minds and in- 
terests, as a trend “imported” by a band of rebels. 


6. Formation of the Modern Romanian State 


The preat ideals of the 1518 revolution for which the Romanian masses fought were to 
bear fruit only a decade later when, on 2 Jarmary 1859, the union of Moldavia and 
Wallachia, “the powerful feat of completing the Romanian nation,” laid the foundations 
of the modern Romanian national state and accordingly foiled the t powers’ plots 
against the Romanians. As we know, in the Crimean War (1853-1556) the national-revo- 
lutiomary actions in the Romanian lands made the Rosarian question a Buropean probdlen 
that the great powers had to discuss at the Paris Peace Conference in 1956. The con- 
ference abolished the czaris* Russian “protectorate” over the Romanian Principalities 

instituted after the Peace of Adrianople in 1829), returned the three counties in 
southern Bessarabia and Serpi Island to Moldavia, and placed the Romanian Principali- 
ties under the guarantee of the seven great powers. The conference also called for 
consultation of the Romanian people concerning the future of the two principalities. 
AS we also know, some of the great powers plotted to keep Moldavia and Wallachia sep- 
arate, which would make it easier for them to maneuver behind the scenes or interfere 
in their internal affairs. 


The unification of the principalities, as an expression of the Romanian people's wish 
for mational freedom and unity, brought out once again and in the most convincing way 
the unanimity of aspirations and action of all classes and strata of Romanian society 
in both Wallachia and Moldavia, as well as the role of the masses as makers of history 
and the major contribution that can be made by the personalities who are identified 
with the broad masses' aspirations and understand the direction of historical develop- 
ment. Sihall Kogalnicearm expressed this great historic truth very clearly when he 
declared in the ad-hoc assembly of Moldavia that ©The unification of the principali- 
ties ina single state is the greatest and most general ‘esire. It has been fostered 
by all past generations, it is the soul of the present generaticn and, now fulfilled 
it will make the future generations happy. It is natural, legitimate and absolute 
because in Moldavia and Wallachia we are the same people, homogeneous and identical 

as no other, and because we have the same beginning, the same mame, the same language, 
the sare religion, the same history, the same civilisation, the same laws and customs, 
the same principles and hopes, the same needs to fill, the same borders to guard, the 
same hardships to bear, the same future to secure and, finally, the sare mission to 
accorplish” (26). 


The unification of the principalities had a creat effect in the other Romanian pro- 
vinces still under foreign rule, giving them new grounds for their abiding hope to 
unite with Romania. As Alexandru Papiu Ilarian wrote in 1860, *....the Romanians in 
Transylvania look only to the principalities under the present circumstances, await 
the sivral from there, and see their salvation from there alone. ‘When Prince Ousa 
was elected the enthusiasm among the Transylvanian Romanians was perhaps even creater 
than in the principalities...® 


Some foreign historians accept the idea that the unification in 1959 was backward in 
nature tecause it interrupted the formation and development of the "Moldavian nation.* 
They recuce the objective, regular process of unification of the two Romanian provin- 
ces to "a bargain anong the top Moldavian boyars, who betrayed the interests of 








the Foldavian people amd joined the top bourgeoisie in Wallachia. At the same tine 
they accept the idea that since there was no Romanian nation or state until 1859, all 
the territorial seisures were justified because they were negotiated with the Ottoman 
pire. These ideas blatantly conflict with the historical truth and serve the alle- 
pation that Moldavia was not a historical Romanian province, that the Moldavians are 


not Romanians, that they speak another language, ani that they are consequently a dis- 
tinct ethnic and state-political unit. 


Actually the unification in 1959 laid the foundations for the modern Romanian national 
state and was a decisive historical event for the Romanian people, who created favora- 
ble conditions for gaining absolute national independence and completing the formation 
of the single natioml state. 


The Romanian people's stru ...e for unity and independence was to develop even further, 
both in Romania united in 1659 and in the territories subjugated by foreign powers, 
despite the interference of the great empires. 


An extremely difficult situation arose in Transylvania after the conclusion of the du- 
alist Austro-Hungarian pact in 1867, which destroyed any trace of that province's au- 
tonory of many centuries and forcibly incorporated it in the Bungarian state, with 

the most disastrous consequences for the Romanian population there. 


The reforms edopted during A.I. Cusa's reign were true acts of opposition to the seven 
powers’ claim to “guarantee” the Romanian people's development, and they resulted in 
repeated attempts on the seven powers' part to anmil the unification by direct inter- 
vention on the pretext of some complaints of some circles of landowners. 


As we know, the centuries of sacrifices and ceaseless efforts on behalf of national 
freedom and progress ob‘ectively resulted in the historic act of 9 May 1877, the pro- 
Clamation of Romania's absolute indepenuence by Parliament by a unanimous vote after 
the Ottoman government repeatedly refused to settle recognition of Romania's indepen- 
dence politically. In response to the attacks of the Romanian army south of the Da- 
mube Romania mobilized its entire military-economic potential for national defense, 
confirming Parliament's decision for independence on the battlefield. In the war that 
broke out between Turkey and Russia, wherein the former tried to mintain its unjust 
rule over many Balkan countries and peoples and the latter to extend its domination in 
that area, Romania won complete independence and transformed the war into a people's 
national one. 


In the face of the truth, some Bulgarian and Sovie* historians minimize Romania's de- 
cisive contribution to the victory almost to the point of denying it by attributing 
it solely to the czarist troops. Moreover those historians falsely maintain that the 
independence of Romania and Serbia and the autonomy of Bulgaria were won thanks to 
ctarist Russia. But the telegrams of Grand Duke Nicholas of Russia are well known 
in which he asked Prince Carol I to intervene immediately with the Romanian army: 
"The Turks are massing the greatest forces at Plevna and destroying it. Please mke 
a merger, a demonstration and a Danube crossing if possible® (77). The Turkish troop 
commander himself, Osman Pasha, surrendered to the Romanian troops (to General Cer- 
chez). The Romanian army's participation changed the course of the war and secured 
the victory over Turkey. 


Despite Romania's maior contribution to the war, the policy of force and dictation 
characteristic of the great powers fully asserted itself. The preamble to the 





Peace of San Stefano (3 March 1°78) was dictated to the Porte solely by czarist Russia 
“Without including the Romanian goverrment representative in the negotiations, with the 
result that the provisions of the peace treaty considerably strengthened Russia's po- 
sitions to the detriment of Romania's intereste and territorial integrity (Russia an- 
mexed the three counties in southern Bessarabia again). When Romania protested, the 
ctarist army began to organize the cccupation of Romania, compelling the wi thdrawal 
of the Romanian army to Oltenia to organize the resistance. 


The consolidation of czarist Russia's positions in the Balkans displeased the great 
powers, who had the peace negotiations shifted to Berlin (1°78). In Berlin the Rom- 
nian government representatives (Prime Minister I. C. Sratiarm and Foreign Minister 
“. Kopalricearm) were not admitted to the negotiations or decisions of the congress 
although Romania had suffered heavy human and material losses. At Berlin Romania's 
state independence was recoprized and ite former territory of Dobdrogea, until then 
under Ottoman dominion, was ceded back to it, but it was robbed of the counties in 
southern Sessarabia although Russia had promised in the agreement of 4 April 1577 at 
Livadia to guarantee its territorial integrity at the time. 


The Roranian people's victory of 9 May 1877 was welcomed by international progressive 
forces and the peoples who were also engaged in the national liberation struggle. The 
victory had a particular impact in the Southeast Buropean area, where the Serbs, 
Montenegrans, Croats, Bulgarians and other peoples were battling fiercely at the time 
to throw off foreign domination. 


Romanian independence was an important component of the objective process of libera- 
tion and unification of the subjugated nations in independent states of their own, 
thich process developed tempestuously on the Buropean continent in the second half of 
the last century. A number of revolutionaries from the neighboring oppressed coun- 
tries, especially Bulgaria, found refuge on Romanian soil and formed detachments that 
opened the struggle for their own peoples' national emancipation. 


The acouisition of absolute state independence opened the way to modern Romania's de- 
velopment and advancement in the concert of Buropean nations and %o fulfillment of 
the Romanian people's other vital aspirations. 


7. Serginnings of the Formation of the Working Class 


The conditions for the formation of the working class, a process begun in the second 
half of the 1®th century when the first enterprises of the capitalist type were forn- 
ed, developed in Romania against the background of the Romanian people's strugrle for 
unity and independence and their progress in sociceconomic development. As the pro- 
tuctive forces and industry developed, the working class became a powerful revoluti- 
onary factor for progress as the most advanced force of society and a consistent bear- 
er of the ideals of progress and of the Romanian people's social and national libera- 


ion. 


The appearance and progress of the working clase in the arena of history are insepara- 
ble from the spread of ideas of scientific socialiem in Romania. Those ideas bore 

f ult in the soil of a rich revolutionary and democratic tradition in Romanian social- 
political thought and the spread of utopian socialiem, practically expressed by the 
organization in 1835-1836 of the phalanstery at Scaieni (Prahova County), one of the 
first of the kind in Europe. 





Various labor organizations were started in the middle of the last century, like the 
Brasov Printers Association (1°L3) or the Bucharest Printers Association (1959), and 
by 1572 there were over 50 professional and political labor organisations, making it 
necessary to form the General Association of Workers in Romania in 1872, which is one 
of the oldest labor organizations in Burope. 


The deve) opment of the labor movement, the formation of the socialist workers circles 
and rural socialist clubs, and an extensive democratic, socialist press evolved toward 
the founding of the PSDR 1-Remocratic Workers Party of Romania in 1893, an 
event that denoted the political organisation of the working class on a natioral 
scale. In its program the PSIMR proposed to militate under the leadership of the pro- 
letariat and the masses for “transfer of all instruments of labor to the collective 
ownership of society as a whole” and for “the founding of socialist society.” 


Anchored in the social-political realities of the country, the Romanian labor party 
expressed itself on all the great problems troubling Romanian society and recomenied 
solutions,in keeping with the aspirations of the masses, to such basic questions as 
rational industrial development, the agrarian problem, granting democratic rights and 
freedoms, and construction of the uniform national state. 


The presence of Romanian revolutionaries at the barricades of the Paris Commune and 
their participation in the activity of the international organizations, the First Con- 
munist International and the Socialist International are significant as expressions 
of the revolutionary spirit and international solidarity of the working class in Ro- 
mania. 


Tt must also be said that the party had to face many difficulties, some caused by po- 
litical and ideological inconsistencies in ite management that resulted in troubles 
and disturbances within the party at the end of the 19th century, leading to interrup- 
tion of the activity of the centralized party adrinistration. Nevertheless the revo- 
lutionary struggle went on and various labor organizations remained active and contin- 
ued to concentrate increasingly mumerous labor forces. The Working Romania socialist 
circles (1901), the Socialist Union of Romania (1907), the Social-Democratic Party of 
Romania (1910) led the workers actions as avant-garde political forces at the begin- 
ning of the 70th century. They carried on and developed the revolutionary traditions 
of the proletariat and the party founded in 1893 in a natural process of continuity 
and progress, firmly anchoring the labor movement in the realities of the country and 
constantly enhancing its power and ite influence upon Romanian society. 


8. Romania's Socioeconomic Development at the Start of the 20th Century 


Ypon analyzing Romania's socioeconomic development in the first two decades of this 
century, we readily conclude that Romania was in the first stage of capitalist devel- 
opment with an agrarian economy and a developing industry. Capitalist relations: pre- 
dominated throughout the economy, interwoven with feudal remmante that were stil) 
strorg in agriculture. 


This disproves certain assertions circulated several years ago in Romanian historical 
and technical literature and still made today by foreign historians, especially in the 
USSR, Pulgaria and Hungary, to the effect that Romania entered the stage of monopolist 
capitalism at the beginning of the ?0th century and became an imperialist state. I¢- 
noring the realities of the stage of national economic and social-political develop- 

ment, that opinion is based upon such a syllogism as this; If the whole world passed 





into imperialism at the end of the 19th century and the beginning of the 2th, then 
Romania also passed into inmperialiem. Hence their attempts to present as typically 
monopolistic the phenomema of concentration of production and centralisation of capi- 
tal, characteristic of ary country that was moving toward capitalism, as well as the 
conclusion of some agreemerts of a monopolistic mature in the sugar, cemen’ and xil- 
ling industries and later in the petroleum and other industries. This deliberately 
overlooks the fact that they were far from playing « predoxinant part in the mtion's 
economic and political activity and were rather expressions of tariff protectionisn 
amd an attempt om the part of foreign capital to organize Romarian industry according 
to monopolist criteria. The fact is also overlooked that these agreements of 4 mono- 
polistic mature were ephemeral (Except in a few sectors they were concluded for 2-} 
years) and very limited in scope, representing only 11 percent of the nation's gross 
inéustrial output. Purthermore they were not intended to organize production but pri- 
rarily to sell the products on the domestic market. Wo monopolistic carte] formed in 
Romania acquired internation] importance or invaded the foreign market. Pomris was 
not a capital-exporting country but om the contrary a capital-importing country, 

an object of the struggle of the inperialist powers to divide up spheres of influence. 


Mearmtile strong feudal remmante persisted in agriculture although it was the basic 
sector of the econory. 


It is very important to note that Romania had not yet achieved ite own nmatioml] and 
state unity and that more than half of ite population and territory were still under 
foreign domination. 


All this shows the absurdity of the assertions that were and are intended to present 
Romania as an imperialist state, for the ultimate purpose of substantiating the idea 
that the Romanian single mational state was formed at the end of 1918 by an inperial- 
ist state pursuing an imperialist policy. That is why we must clarify the stage of 
Romania's capitalist development at the beginning of the 20th century. 


9. Formation of the Romanian Single National State 


In presenting the process of forming the Romanian single rational state in 1916, we 
begin with the revolutionary struggle of the Romanian people and their progressive 
forces against foreign domination and for national justice and state unity. 


World War I, which broke out in 191L,and was prepared by the great powers, was inperi- 
alistic throughout and in pursuit cof division and redivision of territories and spheres 
of domination and influence amo yg the great imperialist powers at the expense of the 
crall and medium mations. At “the start of the war Romania declared iteelf neutral be- 
cause it did not feel obligated to comply with the provisions of the treaty with Ger- 
rary and Austria-Hungary in 1983, since that treaty was « defensive one calling for 
mutual aid in case of a foreign attack upon one of the parties. Furthermore the Row- 
nian rvlers had realised years before that the main obstacle at the time to the Rom- 
rians' basic aim was Austria-Murgary seconded by Germany. In the discussions of the 
crown Cowneil in 191, some politicians favored entering the war on the side of the 
Central Powers against czarist Russia and deranding anmlment of of the Treaty of 
1812 concerning Bessarabia (P. Carp, C. Stere and Marghiloman) while others favored 
entry on the side of the Entente powers against the Central Powers in order to liber- 
ate the Somanian territories under Austro-Mungarian domination (278). The neutral po- 
sition reflected the nation's particular situation in ite effort to achieve the sin- 
gle mational state. 











Some materials published abroad accept the idea that Romania used its neutrality to 
bargain with the two warring blocs in oder to obtain the greatest possible advants- 
ges, whereas actually the Romanian goverrment used its 2? years of neutrality to 
strengthen the mation's defensive capacity ami to secure diplomatic and ailitary sw- 
port from the Entente for recognition of the Romanian people's matioral rigits to the 
territories under Austro-Murgarian domination (Transylvania, the Barat, Crisam, Ma- 
rarmures and Pucovina). 


Accordingly Romaria's participation in the war was dictated by legitimate natiorm) 
aims as it allied itself with the Enterte, which promised it fulfillment of the ain 
of mational umity. After ? years of neutrality Romania entered the war in August 
1916 according to the Crown Council's decision, after the Entente powers had accepted 
the Romanian government's just requests for unification of Transylvania, the Marat, 
Orisara and Yaramures with Romania. In the great battles of Marasti, Marasesti and 
Oituz in defense of their ancestral land, the Romanian army and entire people display- 
ed heroism and dedication to the cause of the nation and ite freedom, unity and inde- 
perdence, in addition to the long series of struggles and sacrifices of the Romanians 
in the great epic of mational unity. Through them and its contribution to the defest 
of the Central Powers, Romania acquired its legitimate right on the international 
level as well to complete ite national boundaries. 


The struggle for national and state unity entered a new stare toward the close of 
World War I and was finished in 1918. 


The fall of Russian czarisnm and the victory of the new socialist revolution in Octo- 
ber in Russia resounded like an inspired call to the struggle to fulfill the aspirati- 
ons of all peoples of the world to freedom and self-deternination. 


The peoples’ movement for national self-determination and abolition of foreign domin- 
tion also included the Romanian poople'’s struggle. It was of a broad, bourgecis demo- 
cratic nature, involving the bourgeoisie, the working class, the peasantry, the intel- 
lifenteia and the other social and political forces. 


As we know, urder the given historical circumstances Bessarabia was united with lom- 
mia on 77 March 1918 by decision of the National Council, wiich was formed on the da- 
sis of elections. 


Tn the Romanian provinces in Austria-Hungary, news of the victory of the Russian revo- 
lution aroused hopes and spurred the struggle for national liberation. 


The preat demorstrations orgarized throughout 1918, the entire people's participation 
in the cause of unification, and the actions initiated by the cultural associations 
and societies reflected the act of will of the whole Romanian mation. The Romanian 
rmation's attitude helped decisively to expedite liquidation of a despotic and agrres- 
sive regime and to break the chains of national oppression throughout the Austro- 
Hungarian Empire. One after another the Serbe, Czechs, Poles and Romanians were 1i- 
berated and established in states of their own. 


The independent state of the Czechs and Slovaks was fournted on 25 October 1910 [sic]. 
The southern regions, of Yugoslavia, were separated from Austria-Hungary on 78 October 
1918 and later fcrmed the Yugoslav state. Poland gained its state independence on / 
Noverber 191". On 9 November 1916 the monarchy was abolished and the German Republic 
was proclaimed. The Republic of Austria was proclaimed and the mormarchy was abolished 
on 1? Novenber 1910 /sic7. The Republic of Hungary was proclaimed on 19 Novenber 191° 


and Transylvania was united with Romania on 1 December 1914. 








Soth the democratic revolutionary movement and the national unity movement acted to 
the same purpose. 


Fvents in Transylvania were closely parallel. The Central Romanian National Council 
was formed on 18/31 October 1918 "as the only forum that represented the will of the 
Romanian people." —t was composed of six social-democrats and six representatives of 
the Romanian National Party. 


Local and regional national councils were formed throughout Transylvania, as well as 
national cuards, as organs of a broad bourgeois-democratic movement operating under 
the Central Romanian National Council. 


In their turn the events in Transylvania affected and expedited the course of events 
in Bucovina. On 15/28 November the congress of representatives of the population of 
Bucovina unanimously decreed “uncoditional and perpetual unification of Bucovina in 
its former boundaries with Romania.® 


on 1 December 1918 over 100,000 people, workers, peasants, intellectuals and trades- 
men, assembled at Alba Iulia on Horia Field to confirm the regular, objective and pro- 
gressive act concluding the formation of the Romanian single national state. The as- 
sembly was attended by 1,226 delegates elected by vote of the electoral circles or po- 
litical organizations and Romanian institutions in Transylvania, including politici- 
ans and leaders of the national movement, and by 150 delegates of the Romanian social- 
democrats representing about 70,000 organized workers, both Romanian and Hungarian, 
Serman and other nationalities. It should be noted that the government in Budapest 
not only was unable to prevent the National Assembly of Romanians at Alba Tulia from 
being held but had to make trains available to the delegates in order to travel to 
travel to Alba Iulia. 


The assembly on 1 December 1918 ratified the historic Alba Iulia Declaration, wherein 
the Grand National Assembly solemnly proclaimed the *unification of Transylvania and 
the Ranat with Romania in perpetuity.*® 


we should point out that the historic unification of Transylvania with Romania was 
supported by the prorressive representatives of the Hungarian people as well as the 
workers belonging to the national minorities in Transylvania interested in abolishing 
national and social oppression. Tt said in the manifesto of 3 November 1918, siprned 
by the major representatives of Hungarian cultural and political affairs including 
Endre Ady, Gyorgy Bartok, Zoltan Kodaly and Jeno Varga, that "We have no claim upon 
our sister nations, and we consider ourselves a renewed nation, a power now liberated 
ipon the ruins of the monarchy. We feel relieved by the knowledge that we are no 
longer compelled to be the pillars of oppression. Let us live together in peace as 
free nations with other free nations." In his turn the Hungarian prefect of Arad 
Sounty, Dr Lajos Varjassy, said, "I find it natural as can be that a people with dig¢- 
nity no longer wish to tolerate slavery, as we (the Hungarians -- our note) did not 
tolerate it on the nart of Austria.” 


A man to in January 1919 notified the public of the rural population's decision to 
unite with Romania, sending the Romanian people "brotherly greetings with hearty con- 
pratulations upon the fulfillment of their national ideals. The same attitude was ta- 
xen by the Swabians in the Banat, who assembled at the congress in Timisoara, held in 
Aurust 1919, and expressed their devotion to xomania, regarding "the decision at Alba 
[ulia as a fuarantee of ethnic and cultural development. And in January 1919 the 














Jewish population in Transylvania also supported the decision to unite Transylvania 
with Romania and to found the Romanian single national state. 


Therefore in teaching history we must make it more clear that the formation of the Ro- 
manian single national state was the work of the whole Romanian people and that the 
unification in the memorable year of 1918 was the victorious culmination of the centu- 
ries-long struggle of the most progressive forces of the Romanian people. In bringing 
out the historical circumstances of the completion of that process Nicolae Ceausescu 
said, "The creation of the Romanian single national state was not a gift or the result 
of international arrangements, but the fruit of the tireless struggle of the most ad- 
vanced forces of society and the masses for unification, the due product of the Rom- 
mian people's historical, social and national development” (29). The peace treaties 
of Saint Germain (1919), Trianon and Paris (1920) confirmed internationally an actual 
Situation created by the struggle of the masses. 


The unification in 1918 opened up prospects for more rapid development of the nation's 
productive forces and created new opportunities for intensifying the activity of the 
progressive social forces and the revolutionary labor movement. As Nicolae Ceausescu 
pointed out, "The formation of the single national state marked Romania's entry upon 
a new stage in its socioeconomic evolution, characterized by rapid growth of the pro- 
ductive forces and accelerated capitalist development" (30). 


As we know the composition of the Romanian single national state included a population 
of other nationalities which, however, did not modify Romania's uniform character, a 
fact fully confirmed by its demographic evolution. According to the 1980 census Rom- 
nmia's ethic structure, which totaled 16,057,074 inhabitants as of that date, was as 
follows: 73 percent Romanians, 7.1 percent Hungarians, 4.01 percent Jews, percent 
Germans, and 11 percent other nationalities, so that the national minorities accounted 
for 27 percent of the total inhabitants of the country, and most of that population 
was settled in the Romanian territories that had been under foreign rule for a long 
time. 


Nicolae Ceausescu's speech on the 60th anniversary of the formation of the Romanian 
Single national state contains comments on Romanian-Hungarian relations in 1918-1920. 
It says in this important document that "Both the bourgeois revolution and the Soviet 
power established in Hungary in 1919, not fully understanding the principles of the 
peoples' right to self-determination, failed to recognize from the very start the re- 
gular and accordingly correct nature of the unification of Transylvania with Romania. 
Not until later did Bela Kun, the head of the government of the Hungarian Soviets, 
understand the necessity of that objective process and express his approval of the 
Hungarian revolution as regards the formation of the Romanian single national state." 


Accordingly the conclusion that the Entente's military intervention began on 16 April 
1919 with the attack of the Romanian troops does not correspond to the historical 
facts, since the main objective of the Romanian army's action was to liberate all 
Transylvania. The leadership of the socialist movement in Romania did not oppose in- 
tervention in Hungary until after 1 May 1919, when the Romanian troops were on the 
Romanian-Hungarian frontier and the Hungarian Soviet government officially recognized 
the unification of Transylvania with Romania in a note to the Romanian government. 
The revolutionary movement in Romania sympathized with the revolution of the councils 
in Hungary. 


Unfortunately the leading circles in Romania did nothing to establish state relations 
with the revolutionary government of Hungary but, on the contrary, took part in the 








impertalist powers' intervention against the young Hungarian Soviet republic, in re- 
ply to the appeal of the reaction in Hungar-Y. 


It is asserted in the Hungarian historical literature that the Horthyite regime and 
its army were organized in the shelter of the Romanian occupation regime. The docu- 
ments of the time make it clear that there were no relations at all between the Rom- 
nian command and the future Hungarian regent. On the contrary, hostility arose be- 
tween them. Ina talk on 20 September 1919 Horthy said, "The Austrians and Romanians 
are our enemies now. We shall measure our forces with theirs and I think we shall 
Win out.” 


Hortny was brought to power by the Hungarian reaction together with the Supreme Coun- 
cil in Paris. The latter gave a mandate to its political representative in Budapest, 
Clerck, to make an agreement with Horthy for his troops to enter Budapest "after the 
departure of the Romanian troops.® 


At the end of 1919 negotiations started at the Paris Conference to finalize the peace 
treaty with Hungary. 


confronted with an accomplished fact in the masses' struggle for national self-deter- 
mination in the former Austro-Hungarian monarchy, the Peace Conference had to confirm 
an existing state of fact in the treaty with Hungary. For example, in the letter of 
6 May 1920 handed to the Hungarian delegation along with the draft peace treaty A. 
Millerand, as chairman of the Peace Conference, declared that the forum in Paris did 
nothing but recognize a historical situation resolved by the peoples' struggle, which 
was also true in Romania's case. As it said ir the letter, "The peoples’ will was ex- 
pressed in the days in October and November 1913 when the dual monarchy fell, to the 
effect that the long suppressed populations would join their Italian, Romanian, Yugo- 
Slavian or Czechoslovakian brothers. A situation, even a millennary one, has no rea- 
son to endure when it has been found contrary to justice.” 


A month later, on 4 June 1920, the representatives of Romania and Hungary signed the 
Trianon Peace Treaty. Article 45 of the treaty provided that "For its part Hungary 
cedes to Romania the rights and titles of the former Austro-Hungarian monarchy locat- 
ed beyond the frontiers of Hungary, as they are set in Article 27 Part II ("The Fron- 
tiers of Hungary") and recognized in the present treaty or in any other treaties con- 
cluded for that purpose, to regulate current affairs, since it is part of Romania." 


Some foreign historians try to contest these facts even now, deplore the fall of the 
Austro-Hungarian Expire, present that empire nostalgically, and conclude that the 
treaty was an act of imperialist politics, but the historicai truth cannot be distor- 
ted. It serves no one to cultivate nostalgia for foreign domination or to maintain 

a demanding, irredentist spirit. The interests of the peoples who are building soci- 
alism require us to cultivate the traditions of unity and common struggle, to present 
the historical truth, and to draw conclusions concerning the united effort to build 
the new order, 


10. The Social-Politicai Regime in Romania Between the Wars 


There were a number of structural changes in Romanian society after 1918. The bour- 
reoisie, whose economic and political role had grown until they became a leading class 
in the state, adopted a number of measures to consolidate the single national state 
and, within it, their own economic and political positions. The agrarian reforn, 











whereby an area of more than 6 million hectares was expropriated from the big landown- 
ers and distributed to the peasants, helped to improve the paesants' condition and to 
develop capitalist relations in agriculture. The ratification of the new electoral 
law, which granted the right to a universal, equal, direct and secret ballot (except 
for the military and women), extended the masses' participation in political affairs. 


In March 1923 a new constitution was adopted of a bourgeois-democratic nature that es- 
tablished the new realities of the Romanian single nationsl state, in which the bour- 
geoisie had the leading role, but did not entirely exclude any influence of the land- 
owners. 


The role of industry in the national economy was intensified by restoring and develop- 
ing the existing enterprises and building new ones. Nevertheless the Romanian econo- 
my still had the characteristics of an underdeveloped, capitalist, industrial-agrarian 
econo;ny « 


The changes that took place in Romania, especially as a result of the agrarian reform 
and the expansion of the electoral system, produced major shifts in the social and 
Class base of the political parties. The Conservative Party, a traditional political 
exponent of the landowners, left the political scene of the nation. By contrast, the 
National-Liberal Party, an exponent of the bourgeoisie, was favored by the objective 
process of national capitalist development and, with brief interruptions, dominated 
Romanian politics. Another bourgeois political party that played an important part in 
political affairs was the National Peasants Party, formed in 1926 by the merger of the 
Romanian National Party (in Transylvania) with the Peasants Party. 


On the left of political affairs, in the main confrontation with the bourgeois politi- 
cal forces, was the workers and peasants movement, represented politically by the RCP, 
the Federation of Socialist Parties (formed in 1922 and transformed into the Social- 
Nemocratic Party), the Socialist Party of Workers in Romania (detached from the PSD 
/Social-Democratic Party] in June 1928), the Worker-Peasant Bloc (founded in October 
1925), the Plowmens Front (formed in 1933), and the Union of Hungarian Workers in Ro- 
mania (Madosz). 


The General Congress of the Socialist Party in Romania in May 192] assembled delegates 
from the whole country , unived the labor movement on the national level, and decreed 
the transformation of the party to the Commnist Party and its affiliation with the 
Third International. The brutal interruption of the proceedings by the arrest of the 
delerates on 12 May 1921 prevented the ratification of the party regulations and other 
decisions as well as the election of the central administrative organs and the party 
secretary general. The first RCP Central Committee and its first secretary feneral, 
in the person of Gheorghe Cristescu, were elected by the Second RCP Congress in Octo- 
ber 1922, 


The Second RCP Congress (Ploieste 1922), the third (Vienna 192), the fourth (Kharkov 
1928) and the fifth (Moscow 1931) reflected the efforts in the party's ranks to crys- 
tallize its general political policy and its strategy and tactics as well as the ef- 

forts toward organizational consolidation and strengthening of the party's ties with 

the masses, 


But improper estimates of the realities of Romania were formulated ina number of do- 
cuments, resolutions and decisions of the third and fourth conrresses, and erroneous 
slogans concerning basic problems were launched, such as the slogan " ationalization 














of the Land” concerning the agrarian problem, the slogan "The Oppressed Peoples’ 
Right to Self-Determination Until the Disappearance of the Romanian State,” etc. 


The Fifth RCP Congress determined the party's general policy, strategy and tactics 

and abandoned the slogan "Nationalization of the Land,® but it kept a number of erron- 
eous slogans and directions concerning the nationalities problem and that of the sin- 
gle workers front, as well as the erroneous description of the social-democrats as so- 
cial-fascists. 


The erroneous principles and slogans in the party documents are largely due to the di- 
rect and brutal interference of the Third International in party affairs, going so far 
as to appoint administrative personnel, including the party secretary general, from 
people who were not RCP members or who did not live in Romania and did not know the 
social and political comlitions here. 


The changes in Romanian society between the wars (growth of the economic and politi- 
cal role of the bourgeoisie, who became the leading class in the state, essential re- 
duction of the economic and political positions of the landowners, and aggravation of 
the class struggle between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie, reflecting the basic 
contradiction in Romania's social structure) consisted of essential features of a 
bourreois social-political regime, with retention of some landowner influences. The 
whole institutional system was of a bourgeois nature. This feature of the social- 
political regime was reflected in the class structure of parliament and of the system 
of the state and electoral mechanisms and also in the judicial systen. 


In its foreigen relations Romania pursued a policy of peace and normal relations with 
all countries and especially with the neighboring states ona basis of equality and 
mutual observance of territorial integrity and national sovereignty. It militated 
for collective security and against the policy of territorial revision and revanchist 
wars. 


Romania was a founding member of the League of Nations, wherein it made sustained ef- 
forts in deense of peace. 


ll. Threat of Fascism in Romania 


As we know fascism came to power in Romania in September 1910, about two decades later 
than in other countries. For example, the Horthyite fascist dictatorship came to po- 
wer in Hungary in 1970, fascism was inaugurated in the administration of Italy in 
1922, the fascist dictatorship triumphed in Bulgaria in 1923, and in Portugal in 1926. 
Then the military dictatorship in Poland followed in 1926, the royal military dictator- 
ship in Yugoslavia in 1929, and the Hitlerite fascist dictatorship in Germany in 193°. 
Fascism was enthroned in Austria in 1934, the military dictatorship came to power ia 
reece in 1936, and the fascist dictatorship was installed in Spain in 1939. 


Romanian politics between the wars were characterized by a constant confrontation be- 
tween the revolutionary democratic forces and the reactionary forces of the right. 
Some reactionary nationalistic manifestations were known, which went as far as politi- 
cal assaults (muder of the prefect Manciu in Iasi in 192 and assassination of Prime 
Minister T. G. Duca in 1933). Against this background, the Romanian democratic and 
prorressive forces made a firm reply to the recrudescence of the legionary movement, 
as the Hitlerism arency in Romania barred the way to fascism and prevented is rise to 
power, 











Fascism was not popular in Romania and it had no roots whatever in the rasses because 
it was always struck down by a strong democratic, progressive movement led by the conm- 
munists, who barred the way to its advancement on the Romamian political scene. In 
the fourth decade of this century the fascist orgamizations in Romania and especially 
the Iron Guard intensified their activity, which fact was the greatest threat to demo- 
cracy, to the labor movement, and to the entire people. Under these circumstances the 
RCP, expressing the vital interests of the masses ani the Romanian nation, militated 
actively to unite all the democratic and patriotic forces of the people against the 
internal and external danger of fascism and in defense of the independence and inte- 
grity of the Romanian state. The parties of the working class and dozens of legal 
amd illegal mass organizations acted to this end, and hundreds of legal newspapers 
were published under the guidance of the Communist Party. The antifascist and anti- 
war demonstration on 1 May 1939 was memorable, and Nicolae Ceausescu played a leading 
role in its organization. 


The Corsmunist Party's heroic struggle in those years in the lead of the working class 
and that of some extensive progressive forces under the banner of democracy and nati- 
onal independence, as well as the rational attitude of some political groups of the 
leading classes, checked for a while the fascist organizations' rise to power and the 
nation's enslavement by Nazi Germany. 


The inauguration of the Iron Quard fascist regime in Septerber 19,0 was the result of 
the external political upheavals from March 1930 to September 1939 in favor of the fas- 
cist powers, Romania's isolation and the collapse of its system of alliances, and the 
political crisis caused by the territorial cessions forced upon Romania in the summer 
of 1940 under the direct pressure of Hitlerite Germany and fascist Italy. 


12. Nature of Romanian Political Regime in 1940-19LL 


The legionary fascist regime in Romania was inaugurated in September 190, when the 
international balance of power favored the fascist, revisionist and aggressive states 
and when World War II was in full course. Until the legionary rebellion in January 
1941 the political base of the new regime was the Iron Guard, a terrorist organization 
of the fascist type. The German National Socialist Workers Party and the German Etn- 
nic Group in Romania also had freedom of action. The other political parties were 
henceforth dissolved (an action decided by the royal dictatorship in February 1935). 


The fascist nature of the political regime in Romania was also determined to a freat 
extent by the domination of Hitlerite Germany. The political regime from 15 September 
1940 to 23 Jarmary 1941 was that of a legionary fascist dictatorship of which the 

Iron Guard was the political expression. Regarding the rise of this fascist orgarniza- 
tion to the role of a main government power, Lucretiu Patrascanu said, "It was not the 
work of our ruling classes. The legionary movement was entrusted with power unier 
Germany's control and on the initiative of the Nitlerite leadership for the sole bene- 
fit of the Nazi war machine for the purposes pursued in East and Southeast Burope by 
the Third Reich® (31). 


The defeat of the legionary rebellion in Jarwary 1941 and their expulsion from tre 
state administration made no essential changes in the nature of the regime or its for- 
eifpn policy. In January 19] Romania was rpoverned by Ion Antonescu, who bore the ti- 
tle of state leader according to the prerogatives in September 190. The established 
political regime was one of military-fascist dictatorship until 23 August 1944. 
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the character of Yugoslavia, but of a need for party members, respecting the 
interests of their own community, to rise above those interests and to be a 
truly integrating force in society. We must always be mindful that the na- 
tionalities are a reality, that the republic is a reality, and that the basic 
organization is a reality.... 
Question] But Yugoslavia is also a reality. 
inswer course. The party member must be anchored in the base, but also 
e tc ild a cohesive Yugoslavia. 
Questior What in your opinion is the international aspect of our congress? 
That is, the Yugoslav congresses have always attracted a great deal of atten- 
tion in the world. 
An ower Even in the future our role will be all the greater insofar as ve 
re successful in solving our internal problems. I would recommend modesty. 
r ace is important, but we dare not be teachers, and we dare not set our- 
é s up as tutors to tell others how to solve their problems. We do not a! 
w others to impose solutions on us, and so we should not do this nor create 
self-management some “real-self-management.” Everyone has his own way, hi 
eptions, and socialism consists of different streams running into the 
e ri er. 
pest t is sid that some of them have dried up. 
vet me | . r i . t . art sOTm have ~Urnti d t< Tr , TI ese iTé et IeTLAt 
waters; t even that is not a catastrophe. There is always fresh water. 
esti \re we we rganized for a more effective role of the League of 
er t « 5 : inion. For example, if we adopt some resoluti« 
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l-year term of office, but to democratization of the entire forum, and beyond 

that, of the entire society. These are decisive issues. After all, if some- 

one has power during his term of office, then this is not a consequence of the 
time he spends in that particular office. We cannot alter this solely by say- 
ing that he is to stay | year instead of 4. 


[Question] What was Tito's answer to you? 


[Answer] What he said was approximately this: when I took that initiative, I 
was not thinking of a linear application, but that things shou!d be thought 
through, and if time shows that some particular thing ‘<« not good, then ve 
will change it. Though this is not a quote, I think ihat this shows quite 
well the flexible attitude of Comrade Tito, who showed understanding toward 
our assessment. I conclude from that Tito did look upon his initiative as 
precisely that, as a possibility of finding the best solution through various 
versions, and not as a firm formula, not to say dogma. The emphasis was on 
democratization of life as a whole, and everything else follows from that. We 
in Slovenia decided to make the term of office 2 years, with the possibility 
of extension for another 2 vears. 


[Question] Recently there has been quite a bit of talk about manifestations 
of nationalism in various quarters in Yugoslavia. How is i. in Sloventa? 


[Answer] They recently asked me in a seminar whether interethnic relations 
were in crisis’? I answered that they are not, but the illusion that this has 
been solved once and for all and that in the future we will not have any dif- 
ficulties whatsoever is in crisis. I mentioned Kardelj‘s idea that we will 
face this issue for a long time vet and that alongside the healthy course of 
our revolution there will be at least two other tendencies. One is national- 
ism in the form of separatism, and the other in the form of bureaucratic cen- 
traliem and unitarianism. To be sure, the boundaries here are not rigid, and 
we have seen in the example of Kosovo that separatism can also emerge as bdu- 
reaucratic dogmatism. I thin« that we will confront these problems for a long 
time yet and that as Marxists we must be aware of that. We dare not harbor 
illusions. Some people think, for instance, that Yugoslavia was most ideal 
after the war, when we had great centralization and when for objective reasons 


we put less emphasis on the republics. I am afraid of such illusions. Even 
the idea of community spirit is sometimes associated with reflections of that 
kind. I do not mean to say that at the present time a majority of those who 


speak about community consensus are thinking in exactly those terms, dut 1 do 
say that there are those who when they use that term are not referring to 
brotherhood and unity, to equality, to a correct conception of Yugoslavia, but 


who think of this only as a slogan, while in actuality thew think that al! the 
1ifficulties would be resolved if there vere no republics, provinces, and s 
7m. 


There is nationalism everywhere, and it is all the more dangerous if we do not 
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that the pyramid of officeholders and administra 
fertile soil for its growth continues to exist.” 


Here is one deputy'’s observation on this topic: 
bureaucrat’ ‘adviser, assistant secretary, under 


tors is continuing to grow, 


"The so-called ‘high-level 
secretary) who is as a rule 


the ‘right-hand man‘ of the highest officeholder, is aware that he perhaps is 


better versed in affairs and moreover can offer 


his superior something that 


does not follow solely from ‘dry’ figures, but offers as well his political 


stand or even his own interest as a careerist.” 
The Administration in the Delegate System 


The administration showed the greatest resource! 


that came about in 1974 with introduction of the delegate systen. 


more, the republic administration perhaps even s 
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